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ta  M reached newI  heights in December I  with the launch of I  NASA’s Terra envir- W onmental satellite. Campus researchers designed software 
for the $1.3 billion Terra—a stetho­
scope in the sky that will provide daily 
checkups on the Earth’s health. The 
satellite measures global climate 
change,.net productivity, deforestation, 
glacial retreat and more.
The launch climaxed nearly two 
decades of work by UM scientists. 
Immediately after liftoff, forestry 
Professor Steve Running said, “We’re 
in business! Our software is now in 
orbit. I didn’t think I could go that 
long without breathing.”
With Terra data streaming in, UM 
now is the regional center for analyz­
ing the imagery, developing uses for 
the information and training others in 
its use.
(from left) Joe Glassy, Steve Running




Greetings from the President
■ his issue o f the Montanan focuses quite appropriately upon
■ the students, the lifeblood o f the University. In these few 
j L .  pages, you will have the wonderful occasion to relive a bit of
your own experience as you become more acquainted with the out' 
standing young people who have chosen The University o f 
Montana. They come for a variety o f reasons, just as we did in our 
time, and they share with us the joy and challenge o f learning. Over 
the years I have known UM as a student and administrator, I have 
become ever more impressed by the dedication and devotion o f the 
entire University community to the nurturing and development o f 
the young people entrusted to us for guidance.
Colleges and universities exist to serve the needs o f society by 
educating succeeding generations o f students. With the changes that 
threaten almost daily to overwhelm us, we must become ever more 
diligent in protecting the quality o f life we want in our increasingly 
interdependent global societies. We must find ways to ensure that 
our students are engaged in their own education so that it becomes a 
habit o f the heart as they leave us and take leadership within society.
In view o f the importance o f engage- 
ment, we at UM have come to think in 
terms o f learning, discovery and involve­
ment rather than the model o f teaching, 
research and service used in my time as a 
student. The values and purposes remain 
the same, but today we stress the impor­
tance o f active engagement.
I think you will find in this issue rein­
forcement for your continued love for and 
loyalty to the University. I must say once 
again how much we depend upon you for our success.
George M. Dennison 
President
Keep on Truckin’
You’re probably not used to seeing griz­zlies on the road, but you may want to look again if you see an eighteen- 
wheeler coming at you with its paws poised 
for a strike. Don’t panic It’s Jim Palmer’s 
unique way of recruiting for UM—a 53-foot 
semi-tractor trailer bearing the Grizzly logo- 
set free in February to roam the nation’s 
highways and interstates.
Palmer and his son, Scott, lifelong Grizzly 
fans, offered the rig, painted with UM logos
on the sides and back, to help promote UM 
and support the University’s recruitment 
effort The graphics include a World Wide 
Web address for viewers who would like 
more information.
The Palmers report they will route the 
truck to areas of the country that UM targets 
for recruitment This moving billboard is the 
first of its kind among the 200 colleges and 
universities under contract with the Atlanta- 
based Collegiate Licensing Co., which repre­
sents UM in overseeing commercial logo use
Palmer started his trucking firm with one 
truck that he drove himself. Missoula-based 
Jim Palmer Trucking was incorporated in 
1966 and has grown into a nationwide carri­
er with a 350-truck fleet and facilities in 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota; Salina, Kansas; 
and Tampa, Florida.
If you see the truck in your neighborhood, 
don’t honlc Roar.
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A ROUND THE OVAL
This issue o f the Montanan was a process o f discovery. We shined the 
spotlight on UM’s raison d’etre— its 
students— and we liked what we saw. 
We think you will, too.
W e’re proud to report that five UM 
students— three writers and two 
artists— contributed to this issue; it is 
telling to note that their work is as 
professionally executed as any found in 
past issues. Somebody is doing some­
thing right.
This issue also features writing by 
Dan Vichorek, making his debut in 
this publication by taking us on  a wild 
Amazonian ride, and Patia Stephens, 
fresh from her CASE college awards 
for stories and photos in the Fall 1999 
Montanan. Terry Brenner contributes a 
telling student profile story and 
Jocelyn Siler describes how one 
becomes a teacher.
You may wonder how the cover 
happened. “Live” students were 
recruited from the U C  and the Oval in 
a two-hour period prior to the photo 
shoot. We were looking for a good 
cross-section o f students; the only pre­
requisite was that they show up in 
what they were wearing and be willing 
to gaze at certain spots on cue for end­






Montanans looking to blame the peripatetic out-of-stater for “over- populating” the state in recent 
years have mainly themselves to blame. An 
analysis of Montana migration patterns 
between 1993 and 1997 shows that three out 
of five households migrating to Montana are 
returnees. Put another way, in 60 percent of 
migrant households, at least one household 
member has lived here previously.
Christiane von Reichert, an assistant pro­
fessor of geography at UM, noted this rela­
tively high return rate and found a unique 
way to research why Montanans are coming 
home: She attended eighteen high school 
reunions in communities throughout the state 
and interviewed some 300 alumni over the 
course of two summers.
Funded in 1999 by the O ’Connor Center 
for the Rocky Mountain West, von R eichert’s 
research confirmed what most of us suspect­
ed: Montanans leave the state mainly for edu­
cation and jobs. Employment is not an issue 
for those returning. They come back for “fam­
ily, community, the environment, or a combi­
nation of these factors.” One person reported 
“1 was homesick for the views.”
Alumni-We 
Want You
And we want you bad.
You haven’t responded at the rate we’d like to our request for stories on favorite professors. To refresh your 
memory, we’re looking for more than a few 
good stories on UM faculty to run in a large 
feature planned on current and former facul­
ty members. We’ve received a few, but we 
want more. Please send your remembrances 
and tributes (500 words or less) to 315 
Brandy Hall, The University o f Montana, 
Missoula, MT 59812. If you want to bounce 
some ideas off an editor, call (406) 243-4842.
We’re also interested in collecting photos 
o f personalized Griz and UM license plates 
for a photo feature. If you’ve honored your
school or the Griz on your plates, please send 
a doseup color photo or slide of the plate to 
the address above, along with your name, 
address and phone number.
This is a big magazine, and we can’t do it 
all without you.
A Winning Idea
The loss o f Grizzly football Coach Mick Dennehy, who left UM to become head coach at Utah State, was quickly 
assuaged in December with the hiring-o f Joe 
Glenn, 50, one of the most successful coaches 
in the NCAA Division IL Glenn, who held 
coaching positions with the Griz in the 
1980s, also brings a coaching staff with him.
Glenn has coached at the college level for 
nearly a quarter o f a century and was head 
coach for fifteen o f those seasons, most 
recently at the University of Northern Color­
ado, where he had an eleven-year record of 
98-35 and eleven straight winning seasons.
New G riz Coach Joe Glenn
The UNC Bears made five straight trips to 
the NCAA Division II playoffs and won 
national championships in 1996 and 1997.
Glenn served as quarterback/receivers 
coach for the Grizzlies in 1980-81 and as 
offensive coordinator from 1982 to 1985.
“I am just tremendously excited about the 
opportunity to become the head football 
coach at The University of Montana,” Glenn 
said. “And in the same breath I’m just as 
excited about the staff I’m bringing with 
m e-they’ll set the town on its ears. They are 
great coaches, they’re winners, and they’ve 
got a lot o f (championship) rings.” Griz fans 
have a few months to contemplate those 
words-and to anticipate what they may mean.
4  Spring 2000 Montanan
Get Immersed in 
E-Commerce
An immersion course in e-commerce held recently at UM is now available free of charge on the Internet Hosted 
by the Montana World Trade Center, the 
webcast features nationally recognized execu­
tives, government officials, innovative 
thinkers and industry leaders who gathered 
at UM to create the three-part course The 
trade center describes E-Business 2000 as 
aimed at “sharing real-time experience, using 
real-life models for real world solutions” in e- 
commerce
Among the presenters featured in the web­
cast are John Connors, a UM alumnus now 
vice president of the Worldwide Enterprise 
Group at Microsoft Corp.; Sanjay Gupta, man­
aging director of electronic commerce market­
ing programs for Federal Express; and Richard 
Jayo, director of local markets for US West 
Communications.
Log direcdy on to the webcast by entering 
www.globalspeak.com/html/ webcast_e- 
business.htm.
Those interested in getting ahead of the 
curve may want to attend another course 
offered by the MWTC this summer, E- 
America: How to Succeed in the E-Business 
Economy. The four-day course will be held 
July 30 to August 2 at UM’s Gallagher 
Business Building and will feature presenters 
from leading e-business companies, as well as 
small business executives who have trans­
formed their companies through e-business. 




UM’s Earth Observing SystemEducation Project continues on a roll with its most recent good news being 
grants totaling $850,000 from NASA and the 
U.S. Department of Education. A NASA 
grant of $500,000 will be used for teacher 
training opportunities, especially for 
American Indian K-12 educators. The EOS 
Education Project trains educators worldwide 
to use data from NASA’s Earth Observing
System (see photos and story on Page 2). Part 
of a $2 million direct appropriation from 
NASA (divided among UM, the University 
of Idaho and Wheeling Jesuit University), 
this grant will focus on expanding the pro­
ject’s geographic information system and 
remote-sensing program development 
The EOS Education Project was selected
from among 163 applicants for another 
NASA grant—this one for $300,000. Called 
the Earth Sciences Enterprise Grant, this 
three-year award will be used to market and 
promote three Earth-system science classes for 
K-12 students.
Finally, the project will receive $50,000 
from the first year of a five-year $5.5 million 
DOE Technology Challenge Grant, awarded
A Hoot
Lance C. Clark ’89 recently sent a printout o f an e-mail circulating out there. If you haven’t seen this one, we think you’ll enjoy it:
Montana Temperature Conversion Chart
60°: Floridians wear coats, gloves and woolly 
hats; Montana people sunbathe.
50°: New Yorkers try to turn on the heat; 
Montana people plant gardens.
40°: Italian cars won’t start; Montana people 
drive with the windows down.
32°: Distilled water freezes; Montanans store 
their beer outdoors.
20°: Californians shiver uncontrollably; 
Montana people have the last cook-out 
before it gets cold.
15°: New York landlords finally turn up the 
heat; Montana people throw on a sweat­
shirt
Zero: Californians fly away to Mexico;
Montanans lick the flagpole.
-20°: People in Miami cease to exist; 
Montana people get out their winter 
coats.
-40°: Hollywood disintegrates; Montana Girl 
Scouts begin selling cookies door-to-door.
-60°: Polar bears begin to evacuate
Antarctica*; Montana Boy Scouts post­
pone “Winter Survival” classes until it 
gets cold enough.
-80°: Mount St. Helens freezes; Montana 
people rent some videos.
-100°: Santa Claus abandons the North 
Pole; Montana people get frustrated when 
they can’t thaw the keg.
-297°: Microbial life survives on dairy prod­
ucts; Montana cows complain of farmers 
with cold hands.
-460°: ALL atomic motion stops; Montana 
people start saying... “Cold ’miff for ya?”
-500°: Hell freezes over; the Montana State 
Bobcats beat the Griz.
* David Purviance, director of UM’s University Relations, points out an error Polar bears live only in the Arctic. Geez, let’s get our facts straight here.
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to the University o f Idaho in Moscow and 
Potlatch (Idaho) School District The grant 
provides teacher training in advanced tech­
nologies for the classroom. UM will provide 
satellite data and imagery to highlight the his­
toric trek of the Corps of Discovery.
Requiem for a 
Philosopher & a 
President
Two well-known and loved Montana leaders died in late December—UM philosophy Professor Emeritus Henry 
Bugbee and Michael Malone, president of 
Montana State University.
Bugbee, as renowned for his fly-fishing 
technique as his philosophical insights, died 
December 18 in Missoula at age 84. 
Considered a beacon o f intellect and inspira­
tion at UM, where he taught, with some 
interludes, from 1957 to 1977, Bugbee was 
praised as “the ultimate exemplar of the 
examined life” by Harvard Professor Willard 
Van Orman Quine.
In gratitude for Bugbee’s many contribu­
tions to UM, Regents Professor Albert 
Borgmann established the Bugbee Lecture 
Endowment in 1989, a staple of UM’s spring 
calendar for eleven years.
“Henry was the only genius I’ve known 
firsthand, and there are two kinds of genius­
es,” Borgmann said. “One kind takes their 
gifts out on the rest o f humanity, and the 
other is suffused by the grace of their gifts in 
everything they do. Henry belonged to the 
latter land.”
Mike Malone, MSU president for nearly 
ten years, known nationally for his books on 
Western history, died December 21 in Boze­
man of an apparent heart attack. He was 59.
Malone published eight books, including 
The American West: A  Twentieth Century 
History and The Battle for Butte: Mining and 
Politics on the Northern Frontier, 1864-1906.
A longtime friend and colleague of 
Malone’s, UM President Dennison eulogized 
him in the Montana Kaimin: “Mike had a 
wonderful way of meeting people. He loved to
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talk, but he listened as well. As he traveled 
around Montana, he collected stories and 
material, all of which ultimately enriched the 
history he wrote. But he wasn’t always report­
ing or recording. He genuinely liked people, 
especially Montanans who adopted him when 
he came to MSU in 1967. ... Mike’s untimely 
death will take much of the joy I found in the 
healthy competition between our two universi­
ties. ... [It] kept us both on our toes, trying 
to make certain that we sustained the pace.”
In January, the state Board of Regents 
named former University of Wyoming 
President Terry P. Roark as temporary presi­
dent at MSU. He will oversee operations at 
MSU and the campuses in Billings, Havre 





Three UM law students made their uni­versity and state proud, to say nothing of their law school, by winning the 
National Moot Court Competition in New 
York City in February. The winning 
team-Taryn Stampfl o f Eureka, John Mudd
From left, Bobbi Frazer, Taryn Stampfl & John Mudd
o f Missoula and Bobbi Frazer of Plains and 
Billings—represented the law school at the 
final competition, triumphing over thirteen 
teams during four days of elimination rounds.
It wasn’t the first national title for the law 
school. Montana won the moot court champ­
ionship in 1981. This year’s team was coached 
by Visiting Assistant Professor Larry Howell 
and Associate Dean Melissa Harrison. M
UM Rhodes Scholars: 28
UM’s national ranking for 
Rhodes Scholars (through 1998): 17
National ranking among 
public institutions: 5
Total Fulbright Scholarships 
awarded to UM students: 47
Fulbrights awarded in last 7 years: 
University of Montana: 24
University o f North Dakota: 1
University o f Idaho: 6
University o f Utah: 12
University of New Mexico: 20
University of Colorado: 25
Total UM enrollment 




Post baccalaureate &  704
early high school:
College o f Arts &  Sciences: 5,786
College o f Technology: 796
Enrollment by School:
Interdisciplinary Studies: 4





















The Campus with a Mountain at 
One T ime Had a Lookout, Too
By Jodi Allison-Bunnell
UM has long boasted it’s the only university in the country with a mountain on its cam­
pus. But from 1915 to 1929, a small 
building perched on the top of Mount 
Sentinel also made it the only univer­
sity in the country with its own for­
est fire lookout
Students in the School of Forestry 
built the lookout and the zig-zag trail 
up to it in cooperation with the U.S.
Forest Service in 1915. The six-sided 
log building was two stories high, with 
windows all around the second story— 
a unique design not seen in any other 
known fire lookout in the region.
The person on duty had a 
panoramic view of the timberlands 
around Missoula and a telephone line to the district ranger’s office. 
Students from the forestry school staffed this and many other lookouts 
during their summer vacations. They spent their time looking for 
“smokes” and talking to visitors about modern methods of fire control, 
encouraging them to participate in the Forest Service’s program of total 
war on fire.
An object of pride for the forestry school, the lookout took a promi­
nent place in the school’s publications, as central as courses in surveying 
and silviculture. In an announcement in the Montana Kaimin in spring 
1915, forestry Professor Dorr Skeels boasted that the lookout station 
was a significant step toward building a forestry school at UM that 
would be the largest and best in the United States.
A popular hiking destination from the time it was built, the lookout 
came to hold the signatures of many UM students who climbed to the 
top of Sentinel for the view and left their marks etched into the log walls 
of the lower cabin. “It was quite a thing in those days of long skirts and 
tight-fitting trousers for parties to hike up the mountain in the evening 
and have a beefsteak or weenie roast on the summit near the lookout,” 
wrote Skeels in 1929.
But those days of pride in the lookout faded quickly. By the early 
1920s, the little house appears in forestry school publications with the
dour caption “an old lookout,” while 
many articles and photographs 
describe the school’s newest advances 
in forestry technology, including the 
use of airplanes for fire surveillance. 
By June 1928, a reporter for the 
Kaimin commented that the lookout 
“is not used for anything ... (but] the 
view from the top, or even from the 
M, is well worth the climb.”
It all came to an end in 1929, 
when a fire of unknown origin 
burned the structure to the ground. 
Skeels mourned the lookout’s passing 
in the Forestry Kaimin, where he 
wrote that it would not be rebuilt 
because of construction difficulties 
and because students were more 
interested in automobiles than hiking. 
Thousands of other lookouts were 
built around the northwestern United States by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps in the 1930s, but World War II brought further 
advances in fire detection and control, including Missoula’s own smoke 
jumpers. A long decline for fire lookouts culminated in the late 1960s 
and 1970s, when the Forest Service burned many out-of-service lookouts 
deliberately.
Today, a careful eye will still find small shards of glass and rusty nails 
on Sentinel’s pointed tip. Foresters now view fire as a natural part of 
forest ecology, and training forestry students in lookouts is as old-fash­
ioned as handwriting tests and typewriters. like hundreds of lookouts 
across the West, this unique structure is gone forever, remaining only in 
words and photographs in UM archives. M
Calling All Lookout H ikers
Do yo u  remember seeing or hiking to the Mount Sentinel 
lo o ko u t?  If so, UM’s archivist w a n ts  to hear from you. Please con­
tact Jodi Allison-Bunnell, Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library, 
The University of Montana, Missoula, MT 59812, (406) 243- 
2053, jb u n n @ selw ay.u m L ed iL
A unique design, UM’s  fore st lookou t was built in 1915.
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A  W inning S eason
by Matt Thompson
R edemption
I t was a season of redemption for the Lady Griz basketball team. After suffering their worst season in twenty years in 1998-99
Big Sky s MVP Linda Weyter 
and struggling through a long and painful off­
season, Montana made up for it in March by 
capturing the Big Sky Conference title, beating 
Cal State-Northridge 66-53 and earning a berth 
in the NCAA Tournament.
Montana went 12-16 last year and, plagued 
by injuries, failed to reach the NCAA 
Tournament for only the second time in twelve 
years. This year the Montana women started 
the season off hot, winning four of their first 
five, then struggled a bit through the noncon­
ference schedule. But the Lady Griz dominated 
the Big Sky, finishing the year 14-3 in confer­
ence play, at one point winning eight in a row.
Leading the charge was Weyler, who aver­
aged 12.4 points and 7.6 rebounds a contest 
Senior Krista Redpath and junior Lauren 
Cooper, who sat on the sidelines last year due 
to injuries, made big comebacks. Cooper led 
the team in scoring with 13.8 points a game 
and earned All-Big Sky first-team honors.
8
Matt Williams was named to  the Big Sky first team.
Redpath averaged almost ten points a game 
and was a honorable-mention selection. 
Sophomore Simmarron Schildt received Best 
Sixth Man honors for her effort off the bench.
The Lady Griz traveled to Athens, Georgia, 
in March to take on the University of Georgia 
Lady Bulldogs in the NCAA tournament 
Ranked fourth in the nation, the Lady Bulldogs 
beat the Montana women 74-46, ending 
Montana’s season with a 22-8 record.
This year’s senior group, which consisted of 
Megan Harrington, Redpath, Weyler, and 
Meggan Thompson, compiled a 105-38 record 
over the last five years and were an astounding 
56-5 in their home court, Dahlberg Arena.
Ho o p  Magic
It was a magical season for UM’s men’s bas­
ketball team. Full of more ups and downs than 
a Six Flags roller coaster, this season will be one 
players and fans will remember for some time. 
After a disappointing 13-14 record last year, 
the Grizzlies were looking down the same bar­
rel when they opened conference play with a 2- 
3 record. At that moment, Montana coach Don 
Holst probably would have been satisfied with 
finishing in the top six and sneaking into the
Big Sky tournament But suddenly things began « 
to click and the Grizzlies made a run, winning j 
ten of their last eleven games.
Their miracle run set up a showdown 
against Eastern Washington University for the 
Big Sky tide. Led by senior Matt Williams, who 
scored 22 points and grabbed 12 rebounds, the 
Grizzlies put on a 17-0 run in the second half 
and held on to beat the Eagles 77-75.
Montana tied with EWU for the title and 
hosted the tournament Ranked the No. 1 seed,
UM met Cal State-Northridge in the semi-final 
round. After a dose first half, the Matadors 
surged ahead in the second and ended 
Montana’s season with a 76-65 win. Williams 
earned first-team All-Big Sky honors while 
senior Mike Warhank received an honorable- 
mention selection. The Grizzlies ended their 
season with a 17-11 record.
B ig S tr ides
Although the men’s indoor track team 
placed seventh and the women’s team placed 
eighth in the Big Sky this winter, both teams 
made some big strides in preparing for the 
spring outdoor season. UM’s biggest winner 
was distance runner Heather Anderson, who 
won the Big Sky title in the 5000 meter and 
placed 15th in the same event at the NCAA 
Division I Indoor Track and Field Champ­
ionships in Fayetteville, Ark. “I hung with the 
front of the pack for a while but didn't plan on 
taking the lead as early as 1 did,” says the junior 
from Maple Grove, Minnesota, about her 5000 
win. “1 basically ran scared for 1200 meters.”
Another Grizzly who made an impact was 
Jaime Slyder in the shot put She smashed the 
UM indoor record with a 46-9 throw and 
placed second at the Big Sky Indoor Champ­
ionships. Unfortunately for Slyder, NAU’s 
Linda Nestorsson obliterated the Big Sky shot 
put record with a throw of 53-8, which con­
tributed to the Lumberjack’s winning the 
women’s Big Sky Indoor Championship. On 
the men’s side, senior David Blair broke the 
school record in the 200 meter with a time of J 




For the latest sports reports and schedules for UM teams, visit us at 
www.umt.edu and click on Grizzly Athletics.
B eating the O d d s
By Matt Thompson
It’s quite amazing, really. Three UM stu­dent athletes, all the same age and all from Great Falls High School, graduated 
from UM in four years, 
entered graduate school in 
their fifth year-still on schol­
arship-all the while excelling 
on field and court The odds 
of getting John McCain to 
vacation in North Vietnam 
are probably better than this 
Grizzly trio’s unlikely scenario.
How did Dallas Neil,
Krista Redpath and Mike War- 
hank do it? In an age when 
major college athletics are 
minor leagues for professional 
sports, and studies—the “real” 
reason athletes are supposed 
to attend school-are common­
ly pushed aside, simply gradu­
ating is a feat for many. It’s dif­
ficult to succeed in the class­
room and on the field, but 
somehow these three, all with 
similar backgrounds and goals, 
have done it
“School didn’t help football, but football 
helped school,” says Neil, who was a two-time 
All-Big Sky punter and three-time All-Big Sky 
academic pick. “In my case, because football 
made me more disciplined, it kept me focused 
on what was really important and that conse­
quently helped me in school” Neil graduated 
from UM with a 3.86 grade point average in 
business information systems and is pursuing 
a master’s in business administration. He 
earned $10,000 for UM last fall when he was 
named the Burger King Scholar-Athlete of the 
Week and garnered another $1,000 for the 
school by being tapped the DA. Davidson 
scholar-athlete. “My parents w ouldn’t let me 
get away with not doing my homework,” Neil 
says, laughing.
On the other hand, Redpath says she
Three UM athletes
EXCEL ON AND 
OFF THE COURT.
always has enjoyed school, but knows what it 
is like to slack off on studies every once in a 
while. “I haven’t been the perfect student,” 
says Redpath, a first-team All-Big Sky selec­
tion averaging 11.4 points a game in 1997-98 
for the Lady Griz before she tore a ligament 
last fall “But I’ve enjoyed school. I stayed 
right on track, took summer school one sum­
mer and finished in four years.” Redpath 
graduated last May with a degree in political 
science and a 3.2 GPA, then entered the 
political science graduate program, with an 
emphasis on public administration.
Waihank, the third member of these mus­
keteers, graduated in business marketing last 
spring with a 3.3 GPA. Well-known for his 
sharpshooting and strong leadership skills on 
the Griz hardwood, he ranked ninth in the
nation as a sophomore in three-point accura­
cy (49.5 percent) and was M ontana’s team 
captain and the team’s most inspirational 
player last season. Working on a m aster’s in 
business administration, Warhank says his
academic career was always a 
priority, but finishing under­
graduate school in four years 
was a bonus.
Although their lives have 
been filled with long, sweaty 
practices and late night, cof­
fee-filled study sessions, the 
Great Falls trio have 
remained close Their rela­
tionship resembles the charac­
ters on the sitcom, “Friends.” 
Redpath and Warhank 
attended kindergarten togeth­
er. Neil and Redpath went to 
their high school senior prom 
together. Warhank and Neil 
have roomed together for the 
past two years.
“We were all pretty good 
friends and still are,” Redpath 
says. “We all had similar back­
grounds and we were all into 
sports. They’re just great guys.” 
But what lies ahead for these three when 
they have to part ways? Neil wants to “take 
an idea and run with it” by becoming an 
entrepreneur. Right now he is looking into 
the prospects with interactive sports media. 
Redpath hopes to travel to Indianapolis this 
summer and work as an intern for the 
NCAA, learning about athletic administra­
tion. Warhank would like to get into athletic 
administration as well and move to the West 
Coast
These three UM grads likely will be suc­
cessful wherever they go. After all, this trio 
has a history of beating the odds. M
UM senior Matt Thompson, a reporter for 
the Montana Kaimin and a former member 
o f the Griz football team, has a 3.3 GPA.
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B Y  J O Y C E  B R U S I N
Iren e Evers lov ed  a g o o d  story. S h e co lle c ted  m any o f  th em  in  the thirty-eight years sh e se rv ed  as U M ’s forestry  and  assistant sc ien ce librarian, bu t w h en  she re tired  in  1997 at th e a ge o f  eighty-one, sh e hadn't yet to ld  th e b e st one. E vers le ft h er en tire estate, estim at­
e d  at $650,000, t o  th e M ansfie ld L ibrary and  th e S ch o o l o f  Forestry 
w h en  sh e d ie d  in  M arch 1999.
“H er gu id e  in  life w as ca r in g  fo r h er patrons,” rem em bers K aren 
Hatcher, retired  d ean  o f  library services. “N o t all pa tron s c om e  t o  the 
library k n ow in g  exactly w hat they are lo o k in g  for. H e r  skill w as in  elic­
itin g w hat a p e r son  really wanted. P eop le w ro te  t o  h er from  all o v e r  the
cou n try  w ith  re feren ce questions.” 
Evers’ colleagu es at th e library h on ­
o r e d  h er d iligen ce and  persisten ce 
w h en  they m ade h er th e f ir st recip i­
en t o f  the annual Iren e E vers Award 
fo r O u tstan d in g  S ta ff M em ber in  
1993.
T w o  years later th e Iren e Evers 
E n dow m en t fo r Forestry was estab ­
lish ed  by th e library, forestry  s ch o o l 
and friends o f  Iren e Evers t o  celebrate 
h er 80th birthday. It b egan  w ith  c on ­
tribu tion s from  th e faculty, sta ff and  a lum ni w h o  h ad  kn ow n  h er b e s t  
T h e  greetin gs they sen t a lon g w ith  th eir ch eck s a re re c o rd ed  in  a two- 
inch-high sta ck  o f  cards, w h ich  Evers, typically, indexed.
O n e  cou p le  w h o  h ad  sou gh t Evers’ help  as undergraduates in  the 
1970s w rote, “Y our librariansh ip w as n o t y ou r grea test g if t  Y our h on est 
rega rd  fo r each  o f  you r studen ts is w hat w e  remember.” A  graduate from  
th e 1960s w rote, “H appy b irthday and  congra tu la tion s t o  a gu id in g  light 
that en ab led  u s t o  d o  ou r b e s t” B efore Evers’ death  last year, th e en d ow ­
m en t estab lished in  her h on o r h ad  g r ow n  to  $32,000. N ow  ha lf o f  h er 
b equ est w ill b e  added; ea rn ed  in terest w ill buy book s, p er iod ica ls and
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d o cum en ts  fo r  th e  M an sfie ld  Library’s  forestry  collection.
“End ow m en ts m ak e a  critica l d ifferen ce in  o u r  ability t o  acqu ire the 
re so u r ce s  tha t o u r  sch o la rs an d  re sea rch ers n eed ,” says Frank 
D ’Andraia, w h o  rep laced  H atch er as d ean  o f  library serv ices th is spring. 
“T h e  sign ifican t a cadem ic resea rch  libraries m o r e  and  m or e  d ep en d  
u p o n  en d ow m en ts t o  bu ild  th eir c o lle ct ion s o f  excellence.”
T h e  o th e r  h a lf o f  E vers’ b eq u e s t  w ill fu n d  sch ola rsh ip s f o r  studen ts 
en ga ged  in  fo restry  research  projects. Forestry  D ean  Perry B row n  recalls 
that E vers o ften  rem em b ered  h er favorite stu den ts w ith  a tou ch  o f  
humor. “She’d  sp o t  s om eon e  a cro ss th e  r o om  and  chu ck le as sh e rem em ­
b e r ed  h e lp in g  th em  w ith  som eth in g  years before,” h e says. “H e r  c om ­
m en ts w ere  n ever m ean  o r  derisive. Just th e so r t o f  sto r ie s that w ou ld  
w a rm  you  and  m ake y ou  chuck le w ith  her.”
“Iren e w as a p ro d u c t  o f  th e era  sh e g rew  u p  in,” H atch er says. Evers 
d r e s s e d  s im p ly  an d  
con t in u ed  t o  live in  
th e m od e s t h om e  she 
and  h er late husband 
h ad  b ou gh t in  1959.
L on g  a fter co lleagu es 
b egan  u rg in g h e r  t o  
trade it in, sh e  d rov e  
an  o ld  g re en  D odge.
“W e had  a b ig  p a r ty  at 
th e  library w h en  sh e 
g o t  a n ew  car,” recalls 
Hatcher. “She’s a w on ­
d e r fu l ex am p le  o f  
s om eon e  w h o  ca red  
s o  m u ch  a b ou t th e 
m iss ion  tha t th ey  
m ad e  sa c r if ic e s  in  
o rd e r  t o  s e e  that m iss ion  continue. S h e lov ed  h er forestry  b oy s and 
girls.”
T im e  and  carefu l p lann in g exp la in  th e gen erou s tota l o f  Evers’ 
b e q u e s t  “Iren e Evers lov ed  th e library and  th e S ch o o l o f  Forestry,” says 
S teve Polhemus, h er financia l adviser. “Sh e w as a p e r s on  o f  very  m od ­
e st m eans—waste not, w an t n o t  S h e w as very  in terested  in  se ttin g  aside 
w hat w as ex ce ss in  a sou n d  in vestm en t account, and  sh e kn ew  for many 
years that sh e w an ted  t o  leave h er resou rces t o  th e S ch o o l o f  Forestry 
and  the library.”
“T h e  storyteller in  h er w as always there,” says Jenn ifer Jensen, a 
fr ien d  and  colleagu e o f  Evers at th e library. “Sh e w ou ld  share m em or ies 
o f  h er ch ild h o o d  g row in g  u p  w ith  h er aunts on  an  o ld  h om estead  and 
o th e r  m em or ies o f  h er family. I ’v e  g o t  a rea l funny,’ she’d  say w h en  she 
w an ted t o  tell y ou  a joke. I like t o  th ink that sh e  w as chu ck lin g w h en  w e 
fou n d  ou t abou t h er g i f t  T v e  g o t  a  rea l funny,’ she’d  have said.” M
Joyce Brusm is a graduate o f UM’s creative writing program and a 
frequent contributor to the Montanan.
“Your honest 
regard fo r each 
of your students 
is what we 
remember.”
B Y  K E V I N  V A N  V A L K E N B U R G
University o f Montana is not, as I’ve 
been reminded countless times, a Mecca o f educa­
tion on par with, say, Harvard.
And to be honest, I think UM students are 
thankful for that fact 
W e’re realists, no doubt, and anything but elitist. It’s hard to be 
much else when a snow flurry interrupts a sunny day o f reading on the 
Oval, as is often the case in Missoula. We came to this institution in 
search o f any number o f things, though 
we’re not always sure what we’re looking 
for. Ours, we hear, is the lost generation, 
the one mired in the struggle to appreci­
ate both the Beatles and Limp Bizkit on 
multiple levels. Catcher in the Rye, 
though still one o f our favorite books, 
doesn’t hit as hard as it used to, and we 
understand why, even when our teachers 
don’t.
The rules are not as absolute as they 
were for our parents’ generation. When 
they donned cap and gown, in what 
seems like not long ago to everyone but 
us, they had words like “Vietnam” and “Watergate” to get the blood 
boiling, the ideas churning.
But where is our great cause? How will we be remembered, espe­
cially here at UM, when we’re gone? Are we, too, supposed to believe 
that we should “trust no one over the age o f 30,” even when we hear 
that Bob Dylan, who first uttered the phrase, has been kept alive by
machines for the past several years?
Okay, idealists we’re probably not, though intelligent we indu­
bitably are. That is what we love the most here at UM, that our gen­
eration has learned that no one can comer the market on knowledge, 
so without guilt we can sit in our homes with a Nintendo 64 con­
troller in one hand, Kant or Rousseau in the other, feeling equally 
enlightened and entertained by both.
Our generation, it seems, is more likely to share ideas in the 
University Center over a bagel, or in the math building while we 
scratch our heads over an equation. W e’ve been known to ignite 
debates on religion and politics in the Oval, and we’ll passionately dis­
cuss Hemingway in the Liberal Arts Building (though in secret we’ll 
admit we like Tim O ’Brien better). We ask questions o f those with 
vastly different backgrounds than us, hoping in each situation we can 
find some greater truth, all before we run to our favorite local pub for 
a pint, a game o f pool and a good story.
In the halls o f our buildings, we hope, are the next great business­
men and women, the ones who will put the World Wide Web in every 
home in America. Yes, that’s right, we’re still talking about the guy 
with the nose ring and the girl with the purple hair, because both o f 
them are CEOs o f the future. W hat’s that you say? You don’t like it? 
Thats fine. Read about us on the Web as the world passes you by.
Tom orrow’s authors, journalists, actors and professors are here at 
UM, yet so are the construction workers, the landscapers and the 
ditch diggers— a fact we seem quite all right with. Our university, 
albeit a potpourri o f class, culture and ambition, still falls short o f what 
we consider acceptable levels o f diversity, but we tend to work with 
what we’ve got.
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Matt Williams, the most 
impressive basketball player to 
come to Montana in some time, 
exemplifies this. There are many 
things he is not, and those include: 
cocky, trouble-making, women- 
chasing and unintelligent. What he 
is, however, is polite, smart (a 3.9 
grade-point average in physics), 
hard-working and admirable. He 
was named to the All-Big Sky Conference first team two years 
straight. He is not one o f the best minority students on campus; he is 
simply one o f the best students on campus.
And the same can be said o f Paige Parker, the editor o f the 
Montana Kaimin, our forever powerful yet irreverent student newspa­
per. Even professors seem to agree the paper has reached a new zenith 
o f professionalism under her guidance this year, putting us on par with 
the best college newspapers in the country. Dare we mention she is 
the first American Indian editor in the paper’s 101-year history?
Yes, perhaps nowhere but the Kaimin can the pulse o f the students 
truly be felt. Conservative Christians, loggers, provosts, ASUM pres­
idents and volleyball coaches each get an equal chance to shout the 
loudest for their cause, and for some reason students keep listening. 
The opinion pages and the letters to the editor say it all: Our genera­
tion isn’t apathetic; we’re just striving to find our cause.
The Kaimin’s young journalists often toil into the wee hours o f the 
morning, striving to keep the presence o f Big Brother at arm’s length, 
demanding answers when students sign up for canceled classes or see 
new, unexplained fees on their tuition bill. Even the journalism 
school, known for some time as the black sheep in the UM family 
after four deans in four years, seems to have righted itself. There is a 
new dean and a new basketball hoop in our hallways; we reserve judg­
ment to say which has inspired us more.
And the debate continues. Was the World Trade Organization 
conference in Seattle “protest-worthy?” Who knows? Some students 
felt that way, if only for a day. Should we worry about Social Security? 
How do we pretend to have an interest in politics when no one wants
to listen to what we say? Will we 
make our parents proud? Are we 
downloading fast enough? What 
exactly IS happening to the ozone 
layer these days? Is it okay to live 
together before marriage? And if 
so, what about sex? What if I don’t 
have a good portfolio? Is Montana 
where I want to spend the rest of 
my life? Did I forget to mention 
sex? How about rock ’n roll? How do I keep from turning into one of 
Bill Gates minions? Can you send me an e-mail? I’m just not clear 
about your position.
Maybe there are a thousand answers, but we’re fairly certain we 
haven’t found them. Maybe by the time we’re Bob Dylan’s age we 
w on’t trust anyone under 30. And maybe UM’s parking problem will 
be solved, though both seem equally unlikely.
Okay, so maybe we’ll leave it at this: W e’re a cynical group, this 
generation, but we’re not half bad. W e’re a whole lot smarter than the 
world gives us credit for. W e’re the college kids that actually read 
Salman Rushdie and wrote term papers on Vietnam because we were 
curious, not because a group o f adults made a big fuss about it. So our 
first president was Bill Clinton, but everybody deserves a mulligan.
Tucked away in the Missoula Valley nine months out o f the year, 
we’ve still got a pretty dam good perspective on the world. None o f us 
is perfect, but we seem to be all right with that. Our flaws, we hope, 
are what give us a better perspective. The view is a lot clearer when 
you’re not looking down your nose at everyone else.
W e’re better off for attending school here because, hey, perhaps it 
taught us how to be real people the way somewhere else w ouldn’t 
have.
And, by God, the fresh air doesn’t hurt either. M
Kevin Van Valkenburg is a senior m journalism who fancies a good book 
and a good football game. Believe it or not, at UM he found both.
Illustrations by Jacob Marcinek, a junior majoring in art and a cartoon- 
ist for the Montana Kaimin.
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Hooked on Teaching
When I was nineteen, I never imagined I’d wind up teaching. I was in a New York City college with a major in philosophy and a plan to go to law school I saw my future self as an edgy prosecuter, talking tough at 
press conferences on the steps of the courthouse behind New York’s 
City Hall—the same steps Sam Waterston and his district attorney col­
leagues frequent these days on Law and Order. Teaching just didn’t 
occur to me as a possible profession. It wasn’t freighted with the prop­
er glamour.
But the adventure o f real life has a way of rearranging our imagin­
ings, and in the late summer o f my twenty-second year I found myself 
driving south through the humid warmth of a dark Georgia night I had
recently graduated from 
college, and I was on my 
way to a junior high school 
teaching job in southern 
Alabama, following a beau­
tiful boy a couple of years 
older than I. It was 1969, 
the year the federal gov­
ernment sent marshals to 
enforce the school integra­
tion that the Supreme 
Court had made law fif­
teen years before. (I might 
bend truth and suggest my 
journey south was motivat­
ed by idealism, but at that 
time in my life I went where the excitement was; I chose endeavors 
mainly by their romantic content)
I was hired sight unseen by the Enterprise School Board to fill the 
place of a teacher who’d precipitously resigned in response to integra­
tion. My reception in the teachers’ lounge wasn’t particularly warm. 
Mary Taylor, a tiny, fierce, blond English teacher, greeted me hotly with 
the words, “I hate Yankees.”
I walked into my first class just as the bell was ringing, and I was sur­
prised, first, by the huge difference in perspective between sitting com­
fortably at a desk as part o f a group of students, and standing up in 
front of the room as the lone teacher I felt stretched, light-headed, way 
too tall The second thing that surprised me was that the principal was
sitting in the front row—Dave Turner, very large former star halfback 
for the Crimson Tide, Vietnam vet—sitting there with his arms folded 
across his chest
I remember the acute feeling of instability and my response to it: the 
overwhelming desire to find ^
something to hold on to. The 
blackboard was right next to me.
I reached out and picked up a 
piece of chalk. And I began to 
teach.
The rush I felt was completely 
unexpected, the fine, wobbly mix­
ture o f terror and excitement It 
was the same feeling I’d had 
when I was three and had pushed 
away from my father in the deep 
end of a swimming pool. I stood 
there with the chalk in my hand, 
and right then I knew—the class­
room was where I was supposed 
to be. I had to keep doing this.
Sometimes I wonder how 
things might have gone if I hadn’t
made what I thought at the time was a temporary detour to that junior 
high school in southern Alabama. Would I have gone on to law school? 
Perhaps. However, I believe that somehow I would have found my way 
into the classroom. I didn’t choose teaching; teaching chose me, and it 
has remained as exciting as it was in those first few moments.
I direct the freshman composition program at the University; I 
supervise the instructors who staff the freshman writing classes, and I 
teach those classes myself. I teach students new to UM how to read crit­
ically and how to express their ideas in writing.
I love teaching freshmen. In terms of excitement, teaching freshmen 
just delivers more bang for the buck. W hat’s most exciting about it is I 
get to be a fire-starter. I introduce students to their own minds and 
stand back and watch them figure out what it is they think. It’s a privi­
lege to witness their awakenings. I never tire o f it
I’m hooked for life. M
Jocelyn Siler, ’77 MFA, has authored several books on English 
composition. She is an associate professor o f English at UM.
I didn’t  choose 
teaching; teaching 
chose me, and it 
has remained as 
exciting as it  was 
in those firs t few 
moments.
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Students at a major U.S. university were asked in a recent survey what adjective they would use to describes themselves. ‘Tired” was their most common choice.
This isn’t surprising since today’s college 
students grew up during the technological revolution, which 
brought massive, fast-paced changes not only in communication 
but also in social, political and economic structures at home and 
abroad. Furthermore, the price of a college education has risen to 
the point that students are under pressure to take enough credits to 
graduate in the least time possible. Most must work, and many must 
balance education and family responsibilities.
Nationwide, college administrators and others who deal with 
students are turning to surveys and other forms of research to help 
them understand their students and better provide for their needs. 
For the past three years, Gary Ratcliff, University Center director, 
has studied students for UM’s Division o f Student Affairs. He 
administered a national survey to UM freshmen that examines 
more than one hundred attributes, including financial resources, 
reasons for going to college, reasons for attending UM, interest in 
learning, lifestyle, openness to diversity, and political and religious 
orientation. The results compare UM freshmen with their peers 
nationwide. Ratcliff also has examined the results to compare UM 
in-state freshmen with those from out of state.
Black and white reproduction o f acrylic on paper painting, “Glacier 
Day” by Somer Hdeman, senior BFA candidate
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Among all the survey findings, 
one stands out: More in-state UM 
freshmen are concerned about 
financing their college education 
than their peers at public universities 
nationwide. This jives with another finding: their parents generally earn 
less than the national average. More UM freshmen indicate they would 
get a job to help pay college expenses and would rely more on loans to 
fund their education than their peers across the country.
Yet, despite financial hardships and prospects o f indebtedness, a 
greater percentage o f UM freshmen care about becoming cultured peo­
ple and care less about earning big salaries after graduation than their 
counterparts at other universities. “Like students around the country, 
our students want to get a good job, but making a lot o f money after col­
lege is not as essential,” Ratcliff says. “This is true for our in-state stu­
dents and especially our out-of-state students.”
Goals & Values
For both, Ratcliff suggests, living in a scenic location is equally as or 
more important than making a lot of money. For example, a greater per­
centage o f UM students are more interested in preserving the environ­
ment than students at other campuses, he says. And their greater inter­
est in becoming more cultured “may reflect the fact that the University 
offers a number o f programs in the liberal arts and attracts students 
interested in these programs.”
Goals and aspirations reflect another difference between UM fresh­
men and those at other public universities. Fewer UM freshmen rated 
as very important rising to the top o f their Field or their workplace or 
being successful in a business o f their own. But a greater percentage 
rated as very important influencing social values, writing original works 
and being involved in programs to clean up the environment
UM’s good academic reputation is the top reason freshmen come to 
UM Ranking second and third are availability of financial assistance 
and low tuition. Unfortunately, at UM that financial assistance comes 
mosdy in the form o f loans, says Mick Hanson, director o f Financial 
Aid. UM students graduate with about $15,000 of debt compared to 
$11,000 nationwide, he says.
Mind & Matter
Nationally, more students are coming to college overwhelmed and 
psychologically damaged, many from homes characterized by instability, 
divorce or financial problems. Administrators report that undergradu­
ates are using psychological counseling services in record numbers and 
for longer periods o f time than in the past. UM is no exception.
“Many students come to campus beset by worries, sadnesses and ill­
nesses that predate their time on campus,” says Ken Welt, director of 
UM’s Counseling and Psychological Services. “The majority o f our
clients present with varia­
tions o f depression and 
anxiety. But also common 
are eating disorders, grief, 
substance abuse/ depen­
dency and the correlates of 
past traumas.” Welt says he 
and his staff also see the usual problems o f traditional age students- 
homesickness, conflicts with roommates and romantic partners, acade­
mic concerns and career uncertainty.
Each year he and his staff provide personal counseling to about a 
thousand UM students, each averaging four to five visits.
Nationwide, students’ main outlet for fun is drinking. One study 
found that forty-four percent o f college students who drink have binged 
within the past two weeks. The UM study did not survey binge drink­
ing, but it found that freshmen women at UM drink alcoholic beverages 
more often than their counterparts at other public universities. Men 
students mirrored the drinking habits o f their counterparts: Fifty-five 
percent drink alcoholic beverages frequently.
U M  S t u d e n t s  &  







Receive $1,500 or more f r o m ...........
Stafford/Guaranteed students loans
....23.0 .. ......10.8
Received a Pell g ran t..................... ....30.0 .. ......16.0
Consider becoming a cultured ..........
person an important reason 
for attending college
....58.0 .. ......49.6
Consider being very well off ...........
financially to be very important
....57.2 .. ......74.6
Consider being an authority ...........
in their field very important
....52.1 .. .... .63.2
Consider writing original w ork s........
to be very important
....19.8 .. ......13.3
Visited an art gallery or m useum .......
in the past year
....65.4 .. ......59.0
Read the editorial page in a da ily.......
newpaper in the past year
... .71.4 .. .... .64.5
Have liberal political v iew s.............. ___ 30.0 .. .. .244
Have conservative political views ......... ... .14.0 .. ......19.2
Exercise or play sports f o r ................. ___ 37.8 .. .. .323
more than ten hours a week
Read for pleasure more than..............
three hours a week
... .32.8 .. ......21.9
(Source: Summary of the Results of the 1998 Survey of UM freshmen by Gary Ratcliff, with 
national averages drawn from the UCLA Annual Survey of College Freshmen.)
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Culture & Creativity
On the brighter side, a 
greater percentage o f UM fresh­
men read more than three 
hours a week for pleasure. More 
of them visited an art gallery or 
museum and read the editor­
ial page in the newspaper. A 
greater percentage of UM fresh­
men exercised or played sports 
for ten or more hours a week 
than did students at other pub­
lic universities. Also, although 
grades are important to UM 
freshmen, other learning goals 
such as personal development 
and self-understanding are 
important, as welL A strong 
majority said they are willing to 
work very hard in a course to 
learn the material even if their efforts won’t lead to a higher grade. This 
bucks a national trend in which researchers see academic credentials 
taking precedence over love of learning.
UM Support
All of this survey information is used for various reasons, Ratcliff 
says. Surveys to measure student satisfaction and assess what students
UM Students — Age and Ethnicity
are learning helps UM target programs and services that may need 
improvement Data about student characteristics and behaviors are com­
bined with information about academic performance and persistence in 
college “to develop a profile o f the students who do well here and the 
students who don’t do so well,” he says.
For example, the data show that students who come from low- 
income households and are the first in their family to pursue a college
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degree are particularly at risk of dropping out UM’s Educational 
Opportunity Program has special programs to help first-generation col­
lege students make a successful transition to college.
Time spent exercising doesn’t appear to have a negative effect on 
grades, Ratcliff says. But partying and drinking alcoholic beverages do. 
“Hours spent partying and frequency o f drinking are two of the 
strongest predictors of poor performance and attrition,” he 
1 says. “Both are correlated with the frequency o f oversleep­
ing and missing classes and appointments.” Counseling and 
Psychological Services offers a broad menu of therapy groups for stu­
dents with alcohol-abuse and other problems.
Not surprisingly, time spent studying correlates positively with aca­
demic performance, but it takes 
freshmen at UM and elsewhere a 
while to understand “they will have 
to invest more time and work hard­
er to get the same level of grades 
they got in high school,” Ratcliff 
says. “College can be overwhelming, 
and students should feel some level 
of stress. But we found that stu­
dents who report feeling over­
whelmed usually receive better 
grades. It is probably because they 
are more serious about their stud­
ies.
“O f course, too much stress is 
just as bad as too little. We advise 
students to try to find a healthy bal­
ance in their lives.” He says students 
who get better grades tend to be 
those who break away from the 
books and get involved in student 
organizations, volunteering, tutor­
ing, meeting students from diverse 
backgrounds and other activities that complement their education.
Ratcliff holds a doctorate in higher education from Penn State 
University and formerly worked with some of the nation’s leading 
researchers on students. He says typical freshmen experience a great 
deal of independence, probably for the first time. Some don’t know how 
to manage their time or study effectively. Some get caught up with the 
wrong crowd and spend their time on activities that undermine their 
education. Student surveys help UM administrators pinpoint a range of 
issues that need attention.
“In learning about our students,” Ratcliff says, “our goals are to tai­
lor services to meet their needs, develop programs so students will stay 
in college, and most important, provide the educational experiences 
they need to be productive and responsible citizens.” M
Terry Brenner is a news editor for UM’s University Relations.
Age % Women % Men % Total Ethnicity* %
Under 18 .5 3  .8 Caucasian 86.5
18-19 8.4 5.8 14.2 American Indian 3.2
20-21 17.7 14.7 32.4 Hispanic 1.4
22-24 15 15.7 30.1 Asian 1
25-29 5.5 6.9 12.4 African American .4
30-34 2 1.9 3.9
35-40 1.4 .9 23 *4.7% did not respond; 2.6% are
j  y j  2 y international students; 24% other
51-65 3  .2 .5
A UM alumnus documents the adventures o f a group o f Montanans as 
they learn about medicinal plants in the midst o f piranhas, bullet ants, 
hoatzins and a Web shaman.
S T O R Y  A N D  P H O T O S  B Y  D A N I E L  V I C H O R E K
Everyone agreed the pink dolphins were a good way to end a trip. Fresh-water dolphins, porpois­ing lazily in muddy water at the junction o f the Napo and Amazon Rivers in the rain forest of Peru.
Sitting in a boat watching this performance in October 1999 is a 
group of nineteen people with Montana connections. Ostensibly, we’re 
engaged in serious business—we’ve come to the Amazon to attend a 
medicinal plant seminar. The leader of our group is Rustem Medora, 
longtime UM pharmacy professor, known for his work in medicinal 
plants. Others in our motley crew include UM drug information spe­
cialist Amy Gruel, several pharmacy students, some practicing pharma­
cists, a physician or two, some biologists, and a couple of miscellaneous 
characters Klee me.
Our journey began a week earlier in Iquitos, Peru, where we board­
ed passenger boats for a 50-mile trip downriver to our first camp, 
Explorama Lodge ...
Thatch-roofed villages line the bank, but human settlements slowly 
thin out until eventually there are miles-long stretches of river with no 
visible human habitation. In places the river banks are unstable and por­
tions o f them collapse, carrying sizable trees into the river as we pass.
Arriving, we tie up at the foot o f a steep dirt bank into which stair 
steps have been cut, then walk past a herd o f water buffalo lazing in a 
pool Camp consists o f several thatch-roofed, stilt-legged, long struc­
tures, the largest of which are our sleeping quarters. Each room has two 
single beds with mosquito nets, pegs for hanging clothes, a little bureau, 
a bucket, a tin wash basin and a mirror. Eight-foot tall, white-painted 
board walls leave air free to circulate above. Windows at the back o f the 
rooms open to the surrounding forest
We are advised to look out the window openings to make sure no
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one is below before emptying dirty 
water from our wash basins, but 
somehow 1 always forget to do that 
I remember to look right after I 
throw the water. Impeccable pit toi­
lets and showers are a short walk 
away. At dusk, men come and light 
oil lamps in our rooms and along the walkways.
Despite the exotic locale and architecture, the place has a Montana 
bunkhouse ambience that makes me feel immediately at home. Our first 
meal, in a thatch-roofed mess hall under kerosene lanterns, gets a five- 
star rating from me. It’s a hearty dinner of Amazon catfish, with fruits 
and vegetables I’d never heard of. It’s wonderful and reminds me of 
Montana ranch food.
We are 36 hours out of Montana with no sleep other than airborne 
catnaps. 1 lie under my mosquito net, listening to life seething in the for­
est for perhaps three seconds before I’m out like a light The next thing 
I know, a rooster is crowing far away. In the dimness o f dawn I begin to
hope that I’m still a kid on a 
ranch, and everything since mere­
ly a dream. But suddenly a horrid 
racket erupts right outside our 
door as a half dozen resident 
macaws cut loose a blast of invec­
tive.
After breakfast, we head 
downriver to the Amazon’s con­
fluence with the Napo River, then 
up that river to Napo Camp, 
which is much the same as 
Explorama Lodge.
We soon fall into a routine that has almost a boot-camp thorough­
ness in its scheduling. Except, of course, we don’t have to participate if 
we don’t want to. We all want to. Most mornings, we get up shortly after 
dawn and take off on some pre-breakfast outing, such as a boat trip 
along the river to look for birds. Then, back for breakfast After break­
fast, class instruction on various aspects o f medicinal plants. Lunch, 
class again, and then dinner, followed by after-dinner activities.
One favorite after-dinner activity, next to drinking cold beer in the 
bar, is the “bug walk,” in which a bunch of us with flashlights head into 
the forest with a guide to look for night creatures. They give us advice 
before we go out—“don’t stand in the ants,” for instance. Question: 
When we all stop in the pitch black to shine our lights on something, 
how does a person know if he’s standing in the ants? Naturally, I stand 
in the ants. I feel them double-timing in military formation up my leg, 
and it looks as if I might have to do a lightning trouser drop right in 
front of a very nice lady, but I manage to head them off.
“Lucky it wasn’t a bullet ant,” says our guide. The bullet ant is a mag­
num-sized jungle warrior that packs a punch at both ends, first fasten­
ing itself to one’s flesh with large, powerful pincers and then applying
18 Spring 2000 M ontanan
its stinger repeatedly, twisting 
around to aggravate the bite while 
stinging as many other places as it 
can reach. A bullet might be friend­
lier.
Another after-dinner activity is 
piranha fishing. The river seems 
alive with these famous fish, and we often see them kicking up a fren­
zy on the surface. Despite the way they ate Charlton H eston’s horse 
from under him in the movie, piranhas are said not to attack anything 
that is not injured and bleeding. Some members o f our party cool off 
routinely by swimming in the river and not one o f them is skeletonized.
On the other hand, if you take a bloody piece o f water buffalo meat 
and lower it into the same water on a hook and line, you feel a vibra­
tion like electric current as swarming piranhas saw away at the tough 
meat If the biting slows down, the canny piranha angler whips the water 
surface with his Amazon equivalent of a willow pole and the piranhas 
get excited and renew their attack on the buffalo meat We adults can’t 
fish effectively without our neoprene waders and our graphite fly rods, 
but some kids who came with their parents are less spoiled and they 
catch several and have them for dinner. Man bites piranha.
The most powerful impression I have of the Amazon rain forest is 
the overwhelming numbers o f species. “Biodiversity” is a tedious word
but an amazing thing to see. In 
one hectare (2.2 acres) of forest 
near Explorama Lodge, a 
researcher identifies 300 
species of trees—more than 250 
of them represented by only 
one specimen. Compare that to 
your Montana lodgepole forest 
For some reason, plants in the 
Amazon usually don’t grow 
near other plants o f the same 
species. Nobody knows why, 
though theories abound.
And why does the Amazon 
need so many similar species? 
Nobody knows how many 
species of katydids live here, for 
example, but our bug walks 
demonstrate that there are 
worlds, maybe whole galaxies of 
katydids. Same with birds, 
lizards, monkeys, fish; almost 
any type of organism that lives here is represented by many species. On 
the river after dinner, strange southern stars emerge, the sky awhirl with 
Amazon bats, some only a couple o f inches across, others seeming near 
the size of seagulls.
The Amazon also holds strange species that don’t exist anywhere
The Amazon holds 
strange species 
that don’t  exist 
anywhere else and 
have no relatives.
else and have no relatives. For example, the hoatzin (sounds like “wat- 
son”) bird. This bird lives in the treetops over standing water and is 
about the size of a domestic chicken. It is not a picture o f grace, flopping 
awkwardly around the treetops when approached. It is notable for hav­
ing a twochambered crop which it needs to digest leaves, somewhat in 
the way a cow digests grass. Young hoatzins have hooks on their wings, 
reminiscent of prehistoric creatures. When danger threatens, they bomb 
out of their nest and into the water below. When danger is past, 
hoatzins use their hooks to climb back up to the nest
Napo Camp has one feature o f particular interest to our herbal gang. 
This is a garden o f medicinal plants kept by an authentic Peruvian 
Indian shaman, Don Antonio Montero Pisco. We tour his garden and
My favorite bird is a 
shimmering, metallic 
blue-green color that 
defies description.
The spangled cotinga 
would seem to belong 
on a lovelier planet 
than this one.
tion, you can call up the Web page. The 
er, a runner will carry your message to him out in the forest
One recent question posed to the shaman: What have been the 
major changes to the Amazon in your lifetime? The answer People are 
having too many kids. Forty years ago, he says, the forest came to the 
edge of the river everywhere. Now the forest is being cut back in many 
places to make way for expanding population.
After our stay at Napo Camp, we walk a half hour under the mon­
key-busy forest canopy to another camp, this one operated by the 
Amazonian Center for Environmental Education and Research 
(ACEER). This camp is much like the others, except that it doesn t actu­
ally have a bar. One must get one’s beer or Fanta out o f a refrigerator 
for oneself.
ACEER cam p’s main attraction is the nearby aerial walkway, stretch­
ing a quarter-mile long and as high as 113 feet through the forest 
canopy. The walkway is suspended on cables from large trees with plat­
forms where visitors can stop and watch for birds.
One authority says the Amazon basin has 588 species of birds, com-
he explains the uses of the 
plants. He hands around 
some innocuous looking 
flowers the diameter o f a fin­
gertip, which he says are 
used for toothache. I bite one 
o f these, and in minutes a 
numbness sets into my jaw, 
not quite of Novocain thor­
oughness but no doubt very 
comforting if a tooth were 
rotting out
The shaman has no shoes 
but wears a shirt with the 
words AllHerb.com, remind­
ing us that it is a small 
enough world. AllHerb.com 
retains the shaman for his 
expertise. If you would like 
to ask the shaman a ques- 
shaman is not online, howev-
pared to 700 for all the United States and Canada. In the few years the 
walkway has existed, 87 bird species have been observed from it
Another feature at the ACEER camp is the useful plant trail. With 
a guide, we spend half a day on this trail in the forest, looking at the 
forty-five plant species valued by native Amazonians for med­
icinal or other uses, such as making blowguns or poison 
for use on blowgun darts. We are most interested in 
the medicinal uses. By this time we have learned a 
lot about medicinal plants in seminar sessions.
Two o f the best known authorities that talked 
to us were James Duke (See his herbal data­
base at www.ars-grin.gov/duke.) and Varro 
Tyler, both of whom have written author­
itative books on medicinal plants.
Our instructors recall for us the long 
history of plant-derived pharmaceuticals, 
going back at least to the isolation of 
quinine from Amazonian cinchona 
bark almost 200 years ago, the synthe­
sis of aspirin based on an herbal rem­
edy (willow bark) more than 100 
years ago, to Taxol, derived from the 
Pacific yew bark and currently used 
as a potent anti-cancer agent 
According to one authority, 231 
o f 520 drugs approved for use 
by the Federal Drug 
Administration or foreign J 
equivalent between 1983/ 
and 1994 were derived at 
least in part from natural 
sources. As o f 1977, only 
470 o f an estimated 
50,000 flowering plant 
species in the Brazilian 
Amazon had been thor­
oughly tested for chemical 
compounds that might be 
medically beneficial to 
humans.
While our brains are becom­
ing massively informed about plants, 
our bodies gradually reset their clocks to a tropical lethargy. Toward the 
end of our week-long stay, I find myself sinking into a lazy euphoria; 
maybe in two more days I'll throw my shoes away and go native. Too 
soon it is time to boat back up the river, see the pink dolphins, and head 
for home. M
Daniel Vichorek ’69 writes on various Montana topics and lives in 
Helena.
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D H M ^K O U IA V iE
B Y  P A T I A  S T E P H E N S
It’s the same every February. The western Montana landscape is reduced to a dreary monotony o f white and beige, gray and brown, a joyless palette o f winter blah. In February, even the evergreens are more gray than green.
This time o f year, I daydream about California and Florida, dragging 
my toes through the sparkling surf, sun on my bare shoulders. I remem­
ber fondly the sticky, sultry August heat o f New Orleans. I fantasize 
about packing up and moving somewhere I’ve never been before, maybe 
Italy or Morocco, somewhere with spices and warmth and bold colors.
But if I must endure February in Montana, I count my blessings I 
can endure it in Missoula. At least here I can take miniature trips to 
faraway places, even on a student budget. I can step inside the little mar­
ket at Broadway and Madison for a jar o f Greek olives and a pound of 
Romano cheese, grated for me by the charming silver-haired Italian pro­
prietor. I can get red curry paste and chili-garlic sauce at the Asian mar­
ket, baguettes at the French bakery, samosas and chutney at the Indian 
cafe. I can eavesdrop on foreign conversations in a showing at the local 
independent movie house, listen to Celtic, African and Caribbean 
rhythms on the public radio station.
This February, I was especially lucky to live in Missoula. Because this 
year, the town at the confluence o f three great rivers also was at the cen­
ter of two great events: “The Jazz Age in Paris: 1914-1940” exhibit and 
a conference called “Writing Away From Home.”
The events, both sponsored in part by UM, offered a chance to 
escape the winter doldrums while exploring the meanings o f identity, 
place and democracy. For a few whirlwind weeks, western Montanans 
could delve into the exuberant cross-cultural world o f jazz music, over­
lapped by three days o f conversations and readings by contemporary 
French and Montana writers.
The first night o f February is dark and damp, but those o f us who pack the University Theatre to hear jazz great Billy Taylor are 
quick to warm up. Framed by the gilt-and-maroon-velvet art deco 
glamour of the theatre, Taylor and his grand piano kick off the Jazz 
Age in Paris celebration with a riff on “Jazz as a Metaphor for 
Democracy.”
Taylor’s talk, part of the UM President’s Lecture Series, begins by 
touching on jazz’s roots. The “spiritual” evolved as a form o f communi­
cation among African-American slaves, he explains, when other medi­
ums were silenced. “It forced them to create music that expressed emo­
tions,” he says, then taps out a gently wrenching tune. Unexpectedly, I
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feel tears welling up somewhere deep in my heart, in the place where 
pain and hope live, but Taylor saves me by segueing into a faster, more 
jubilant rhythm.
From the spiritual, Taylor tells us, it was a short jump to ragtime, 
then jazz and boogie-woogie. Indigenous to America, jazz crossed cul­
tural and color lines, welcoming contributions from other music forms 
and allowing players to make a personal statement Jazz is democratic 
because it is a universal language, he says. “When I sit down and play a 
jazz piece, I don’t have to tell you whether this is sad or happy.” He plays 
another melancholy tune, then breaks into a melody that is all sunshine.
When the audience enthusiastically applauds, Taylor’s elegant de­
meanor and supple voice are offset by a genuinely appreciative grin. The 
renowned musician and educator—holder o f a doctorate from the Uni­
versity of Massachusetts and 19 honorary degrees—looks about 40, 
rather than the 78 years he professes. “I really believe music keeps you 
young,” he says.
He plays more—including a song he was commissioned to write about 
Martin Luther King Jr., with whom he worked during the Civil Rights 
Movement—and shares a few personal anecdotes. In the 1940s and ’50s, 
Taylor performed with legends like Charlie Parker, Miles Davis, John 
Coltrane, Billie Holiday, Ella Fitzgerald and Dizzy Gillespie.
After two standing ovations, the audience finally lets Taylor conclude 
his performance. Emerging into the brisk Missoula night, I know I have 
been in the presence o f greatness—and that I’ve seen democracy in 
action.
Two mornings later, I arrive at the first panel discussion of “Writing Away From Home,” billed as an international celebration o f liter­
ary and cultural connections. It’s nearly 10 a.m., and the rare winter 
sun is emerging over Hellgate Canyon, gushing into the third-story 
windows of the Missoula Children’s Theatre. I pick a seat where I will 
be directly in the path o f the pale, hazy rays.
Soon I am surrounded by two dozen or so high school students 
speaking rapid-fire French. I turn to the 
blonde teen-ager to my right and ask, “Are 
you from France?”
“Yes,” she replies. “When did you get 
here?” I ask. She looks puzzled. I repeat 
my question but none of the four or five 
girls now looking at me appear to under­
stand. Reaching into the upper shelf of 
my brain, I attempt to pull out some 
dusty phrases. “Quand . . . ” is all I can 
manage. My French teacher would be dis­
gusted.
The girls realize it’s hopeless. 
“Madame, madame!” they call Their teacher turns and answers my 
questions in perfect, if impersonal, English. They arrived here four days 
earlier, part of a contingent visiting local high schools. The teacher turns 
away, and I sit quietly, soaking up the sun’s warmth and the occasional
decipherable words: C ’est la . . . lunette.
The panelists take their places at a long table. Speaking on the sub­
ject of “Writing Away From Home” are French authors Michel Le Bris 
and Roland Brival, along with Montana writers David James Duncan, 
Martha Elizabeth and Fred Haefele, plus moderator Robert Sims Reid. 
“’W riting Away From Home’ means trying to come to terms with the 
place you are now and the place you left 
behind, which may be the same place,” 
explains Reid, a Missoula police detective 
and author of five novels.
The writers, most of whom live in 
places other than where they grew up, 
talk about trying to find their way home. 
As one who never knows what to say 
when people ask, “Where are you from?” 
I can relate.
“I cannot remember a time when I 
didn’t want to go away,” says Elizabeth, a 
poet who landed in Montana from Vir­
ginia by way of Texas. “I don’t know why, 
but I always felt I was in the wrong place.”
Among these writers, the West in general and Missoula in particu­
lar seem to satisfy this figurative sense of homelessness. Haefele talks 
about discovering Montana as the place he dreamed about as a boy in 
Michigan, while Le Bris tries to explain the W est’s allure. “If I am fasci­
nated with the frontier o f the American West, it is because it is similar 
to Brittany,” Le Bris says in his thick French accent “The frontier is the 
place between nature and culture, modernity and history.”
I think Le Bris has it right—those o f us who live in the West have 
our feet in two different worlds. We want the best o f both. The other 
French writer on the panel, Roland Brival, who is from the West Indies 
and now lives in Paris, adds a unifying message for those of us uncer­
tain about our place in the world. “Don’t be American, don’t be French; 
be human,” says Brival, whose ancestors come from three continents. 
“Cross the frontier, and the frontier is in you.”
Friday’s panel on “Margins and Metaphors” continues the discus­sion about living outside the mainstream, with Missoula author 
and moderator Deirdre McNamer relating a fly fishing metaphor 
“Cast on the edges-that’s where the big fish lie.”
Montana wnters James Welch and Debra Earling debate about 
who has the right to wnte about Indians: Earling claims Ian Frazier’s 
new book, The Rez, is flawed for “extracting valor” from the 
oppressed, while Welch doesn’t have a problem with it. In the audi­
ence, a French man with wild hair and brilliant green glasses 
recounts hearing Indian novelist Sherman Alexie say that “the best 
o f us never leave the reservation.”
“You carry the reservation with you,” Welch responds. “You carry it 
in your heart” Earling adds that those who literally remained on the 
reservation allowed a younger generation of Indians to maintain their
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identity. “So we can go 
home again,” she says.
That, I think, is one 
o f the reasons non*
Ind ian s—Americans 
and Europeans alike— 
romanticize indigenous peoples. Disconnected from our own histories 
and families, we covet the connections Indians have to their homes, their 
kin, their cultures and religions. When I later get a chance to talk with 
Welch, he calls this tendency dehumanizing.
“If you think of Indians as purely spiritual people, you’re denying 
them their humanity,” he says. “They are human just like everybody 
else.” Conferences like this one have a humanizing effect, Welch says. 
“When you think of people of different nations, you think of them in 
an abstract But when you actually meet them, you realize they have the 
same concerns we do, and it makes for a better understanding.”
Jacques M eunier’s 
twisted little poems. He 
reads it in French, then 
UM Associate Profes­
sor Michel Valentin 
translates: “Before eat­
ing children, make them cry, so they will be naturally salty.” Both trans­
lations receive howls and groans from the audience, proof that humor 
transcends culture.
A week after the conference ends, the French-American connection 
is renewed with the opening o f “The Jazz Age in Paris: 1914-1940” at 
the Missoula Public Library. A 
Smithsonian traveling exhibit, it 
brings to life in words, pictures 
and music the early jazz move­
ment It is the story of a unique 
blending of cultures—American,
European and African—that pro­
duced a style influential around 
the world.
Walking among the display 
panels and watching a videotape 
documentary, I learn about 
Josephine Baker, the gangly 
African-American dancer whose 
spirited dance style made her the 
toast o f Paris. I discover James 
Reese Europe, conductor o f the 369th U.S. Infantry Band, whose syn­
copated rhythms helped spade the French jazz craze. I explore the cre­
ative, glamorous atmosphere o f Paris between the two world wars; the 
U.S. climate of racial prejudice that encouraged the exodus to France of 
African-Americans; and the thread of democratization that runs 
through jazz.
A poem by African-American poet Langston Hughes, “Jazz Band in 
a Parisian Cafe,” addresses the m usic’s equalizing power
James Welch is presented w ith a medal 
making him a Chevalier o f the Order o f 
A rts &  Letters by French Cultural Attache 
Emmanuel Delloye.
4  UM Associate Professor 
o f English Kate Gad bow 
introduces a panel a t the 
“W riting Away from  
Home” conference.
If  history had turned out differendy, eastern Montana might be part of France today. Instead, France sold the Louisiana Territory to the 
United States in 1803. But from the French-Canadians who, in 1743, 
were the first whites to glimpse the future state—they described a land 
o f “shining mountains”—to those who settled Missoula Valley’s 
Frenchtown in the mid-1800s, Montana has always maintained a French 
connection. And since the revolutions, America and France have had a 
special relationship based on democracy.
When I get a chance to speak with publisher Francis Geffard, who 
specializes in promoting Western writers in France, I ask him why the 
French are so drawn to the West
“We have a very special relationship with America,” Geffard says. 
“We love it and hate it at the same time. Often when we say ’Am erican 
culture’ it is a negative thing. It can mean violence, power, consumerism, 
uncontrolled capitalism, discrimination.”
These problems, he continues, are not as prevalent in the West due 
to its rural nature. It is a culture the French can relate to. “What 
America is about—justice, freedom, equality—has not been realized yet 
So maybe what the West means to French people is that it is the place 
where the American project can be fulfilled.”
In his book, Ten Tough Trips, UM English Professor Emeritus Bill 
Bevis explores the terrain o f the first Western novel. Though it was 
written in Paris in 1827 by James Fenimore Cooper, an American who 
never had been west o f the Mississippi, Bevis says The Prairie offers a 
true vision o f the West as an uncivilized land o f great potential.
“Montana—in the heart of the West, old and new, Indian and white,” 
Bevis writes. “Its writers speak very well for the high plains and north­
ern Rockies, that area of beaver, gold, cattle, and cold that to the whole 
world is ’The West.’ We are connected to Afghanistan, to Arab cries, to 
Paris papers, even by the myth that we are not The dream of Montana 
as a fresh start was the dream of an old world.”
Play that thing,
Jazz band!
Play it for the lords and ladies, 
For the dukes and counts,
For the whores and gigolos. 
For the American millionaires 
And the school teachers,
Out for a spree.
Back at home, I listen to KUFM’s “Dimensions in Jazz” program and 
look out my window at M issoula’s drab winter patchwork, baleful rain 
clouds turning snow to slush. But my toe taps to the jazz beat and I day­
dream of greening hills, wild roses and farmers’ market vegetables. 
Because spring is coming and, for now, my heart is at home in Missoula, 
Montana, United States o f America. M
At Friday’s reading, Welch and Le Bris share beautiful, thought-pro­voking novel excerpts, but my favorite of the evening is one of
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Patia Stephens, news assistant for UM's University Relations, satisfies 
her travel lust these days by visiting San Francisco via Web cam.
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Are you sitting on highly 
appreciated securities?
Instead of selling, lock you;* 
gain into a charitable life 
income gift.
Say you are 50 and you purchased stock for 
$10,000 that is currently worth $20,000. You 
transfer it to The University of Montana Foun­
dation for a charitable gift annuity and elect to 
have payments begin when you are 65 . . .
Here are your benefits;
No capital gain tax on sale of the stock 
An immediate charitable deduction of $13,151 
Fixed payments of $3,060 for life, beginning at age 65 
Meaningful support to The University of Montana
And h ere’s the cost:
Fair market value of stock 
Federal Tax Savings (28% of $13,151)
Cost of Gift
Montana Endowment Tax Credit




-  6.575 
$ 9,743
r For certain gifts to qualified endowments, Montana taxpayers may claim a credit equal to 
50% of the charitable deduction, not to exceed $10,000 per taxpayer, against state income taxes.
Can you Cor someone you know) use a Montana Tax Credit?
We will be happy to send you a personalized financial 
analysis that shows how a planned gift can benefit both 





The University of Montana
FOUNDATION
Office of Planned Giving • The University of Montana Foundation 
P.O. Box 7159 • Missoula, MT 59807 
1-800-443-2593 • 406-243-2593 • www.umt.edu/umf
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Gass Notes are compiled by Betsy Holmquist ’67, 
M A ’83. To submit news, write the Alumni Associa­
tion, Brandy Hall, The University o f  Montana, 
Missoula, MT 59812-0013. Fax your news to (406) 
243-4467 or e-mail it to alumnote@selway.umt.edu. 
Material in this issue reached us by February 1.
’40s
The Alumni Association tries to ensure accu­
racy when repenting accomplishments o f  our 
alumni In the case o f  Nels Turnquist ’47 and the 
announcement o f his Distinguished Alumni 
Award last fall, we missed the mark. In the final 
editing prior to a Homecoming ceremony, several 
o f  his key accomplishments were inadvertently 
omitted. Nels, true to form, told me not to worry 
about the oversight I disagree with him and wish 
to set the record straight The following informa­
tion should have been included in his biographi­
cal information. Nels, our apologies. We are 
proud o f  your many accomplishments.
Nels E  Turnquist served a three-year term on 
the board o f  directors for the Federal Reserve 
Bank in Minneapolis, a two-year term as presi­
dent o f  the South Dakota Bankers Association, 
and retired in 1987 after serving as president, 
CEO  and member o f  the board o f  directors o f  
First Bank o f  South Dakota.
Bill Johnston
R ichard Lee Merritt ’48 enjoyed the historical pho­
tos in the winter 2000 Montanan. He writes,”At the 
left o f  Morton Elrod’s 1903 panoramic cover photo is 
the spot near the south end o f  the Higgins Avenue
Bridge where I would be b om  in 1922.1 see my spirit 
picking the spot! And, I see those vigorous young trees. 
Amazing after only ten years.” Richard lives in San 
Francisco and remembers paying to be a life member o f 
the Alumni Association when he graduated in 1948. 
“Sad to see the obits o f  the names o f  three o f  my old 
fraternity brothers— Nick Mariana ’38, Dutch Dahmer 
’43 and Bob Sias ’44.” He continues, “Dutch was presi­
dent o f  the Alumni Association years ago. The Grim 
Reaper reapeth ever closer.”
^  ’50s
Barbara Dockery Tremper ’50, M B A  76, JD. '86, 
and William G. “B ill” Tremper '46 celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary in September with family 
and friends at their Flathead Lake home.
John D. “Jack” Woods ’50 was honored with the 
Philip N. Fortin Humanitarian Award by the board o f 
directors o f  the Billings YMCA Jack was recognized 
for a lifetime o f  distinguished volunteer, civic and pro­
fessional achievements that have improved the quality 
o f life in the Billings community. He is planning to 
attend his 50th class reunion on campus in May.
#  ’60s
Maxford K. Yandt ’60 and Harriet Huestis Yandt 
’62 live in Sunriver, Ore. Max retired after 31 years 
with the Florsheim Shoe Co.
Donald A. Watne ’60, M A  ’61, professor erf audit­
ing and international accounting at Portland State 
University (PSU) for 23 years, received the 1999
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Oregon Society o f  Certified Public Accountants’ 
Lifetime Achievement Educating Aspiring Accountants 
Award. Donald has 20 years o f  business experience 
and has been consistently ranked by PSU students and 
faculty members as one o f  the top instructors in the 
School o f  Business Administration.
Ronald B. Chase, MA. ’61, Ph.D. ’68, professor of 
geosciences at Western Michigan University (WMU) 
in Kalamazoo, received a 1999 Alumni Teaching 
Excellence Award from the WMU Alumni Assoc­
iation. In recent years, Ron and a team o f  colleagues 
and graduate students identified causes o f  major shore­
line erosion throughout the Great Lakes area.
John A. Matthews ’62 was chosen one o f  the 50 
outstanding people o f  the century o f  Madison, Wis. 
Since 1968 John has worked with Madison Teachers, 
Inc, helping bring its membership from 900 to more 
than 4,000. H e been called “the single most powerful 
individual in the school system.”
Arthur C  Knight ’63 published “Letters Home,” a 
compilation o f  letters he sent his Philipsburg family 
while serving with the 100th Division during World 
War IL The letters describe Arthur’s experiences and 
thoughts while stationed in Fort Bragg, N.C., France 
and Germany. After the war, Arthur attended medical 
school and was for many years the superintendent and 
later director o f  the Montana State Tuberculosis 
Sanitarium in Galen. Arthur was head o f  the 
Outpatient Clinic at Fort Harrison Veterans Hospital 
near Helena until his retirement He and his wife, Lee, 
reside in Turah. For information on purchasing the 
book, you may e-mail him at laknight@gateway.net
W illiam G. Reynolds ’63 is president o f  Advance 
Concrete Technology in Santa Ana, Calif. Bill devel­
oped an environmentally safe, patented process of 
color reclamation that restores a natural aged patina to 
landscape damaged by mining scars, highway con­
struction and rock cuts. The reclamation process takes 
only days and has been used in areas in California, the 
Lolo National Forest and South Africa. Bill credits 
“Polish determination” for much o f  his success.
Karla Chandler Bailey ’64 retired in June after 
teaching physical education and coaching swimming, 
gymnastics, and track for 35 years in Napa, Calif. Karla 
earned her M A  at San Francisco State University in 
1967. A Butte native, she enjoys golf, skiing, computers, 
flower gardening, sewing, stained glass, reading, volun­
teering at the Humane Society and Wildlife Rescue 
Service and traveling with her husband, Larry, in their 
motorhome. “If you’re in the Napa Valley for wine tast­
ing,” Karla writes, “give us a call.”
Jane Reed Benson ’64, M IS. 78, retired after 20 
years o f  human resources work in state agencies. Jane 
writes from Helena that she now can “still earn a little 
money and have lots more fun working part-time for 
the Montana Historical Society as a tour guide.” She 
enjoys pointing out features o f  the state Capitol and the 
original Governor’s Mansion to sight-seeing tourists.
R. Thomas Flynn, M A  ’64, is interim president of 
Monroe Community College (MCC) in Rochester, N.Y. 
At M CC for the past 25 years, Tom served as vice
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president for student/administrative services since 
1974 and chief financial officer since 1994. He also has 
adjunct faculty status in the graduate school o f  State 
University College at Buffalo.
Boh A. Dkxey ’66 was honored in October with 
The Spirit o f  Life Award presented by the California 
Insurance Council for C ity o f  Hope, a leading research 
and treatment center for cancer, diabetes and 
HIV/AIDS. President o f  the Seattle-based SAFECO 
Corp, Boh was recognized for his community outreach, 
personal philanthropy and volunteerism.
James M. Schaefer ’66, research professor o f 
anthropology at Union College in Schenectady, N.Y., 
has a consulting business specializing in research on 
normative and problem drinking and gambling. He was 
appointed to the Mohawk Valley Heritage Corridor 
Commission and to the board o f  directors o f  the New 
York State Council on Problem Gambling.
Alan F. Cain, J.D. ’69, retired October 1, 1999, as 
chairman, president and CEO  o f  Blue Cross Blue 
Shield o f  Montana, a post he held for 17 years. “I will 
continue to serve on the boards o f  the Montana Power 
Company, Pacific Steel and Recycling and the Montana 
Historical Society Foundation. I also enjoy being a 
trustee emeritus o f  The University o f  Montana 
Foundation and serving on the President’s Advisory 
Council,” Alan writes from Helena.
Crockett Dumas ’69 is a district ranger in the 
Ferron/Price Ranger District, Manti-La Sal National 
Forest in Utah. In 1997 he received Vice President Al 
Gore’s Hammer Award for "Reinventing Government” 
In 1998 he was awarded Harvard’s JFK School o f 
Government’s Innovations in American Government 
Award and in 1998 the Excellence in Government 
Award for “Cutting Red Tape.” Crockett and his wife, 
Sharon, own Outlaw Trail Heritage Industry in 
Escalante, Utah. Their National Endurance Campion 
Arabians have won 20 national championships. 
Crockett’s Egyptian Arabian, O.T. Sundance, has won 
the National Best Condition Award twice.
Martin V. Melosi ’69, M A. ’71, professor o f  histo­
ry at the University o f  Houston, will hold the Odense 
Chair in American Studies at the University o f 
Southern Denmark for the academic year 2000-2001.
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This senior lectureship is sponsored by the Council for 
International Exchange o f  Scholars and the Danish- 
American Fulbright Commission. Marty’s seventh 
book, “The Sanitary City: Urban Infrastructure in 
America from Colonial Times to the Present,” recently 
was published by Johns Hopkins University Press.
#  ’70s
G eorge E. Gee ’71 is president o f  the Washington 
State Auto Dealers Association. He and his wife, 
Theresa Downey Gee ’72, live in Spokane. They have 
two grown children, Ryan and Molly.
Andrea S lo ssen  M err ill ’72, M£d. ’88, author o f 
“Montana Almanac,” now lives in Missoula where she 
is field representative for Sen. Max Baucus. Andrea 
recently married Fred Maker, assistant principal at 
Rattlesnake Middle School.
JAMES A llg o od  ’73 retired from  the Air Force in 
1993. His last tour was in Keflavik, Iceland. A  freelance 
environmental writer, James resides in Dallas, Ore.
Ralph B. Kirscher ’74, JJD. ’79, was appointed 
bankruptcy judge for the District o f  Montana by the 
Ninth Circuit United States Court o f  Appeals. Prior to 
the appointment, Judge Kirscher was a partner in the 
Missoula law firm o f  Worden, Thane &  Haines and an 
adjunct lecturer in bankruptcy at the UM law school.
Tom E. S te ger ’74 worked for the Bureau o f  Land 
Management in Arizona, Utah, North and South 
Dakota and is a Congressional Fellow for Rep. Thomas 
Udall in Washington, D.C. Tom and his wife, Linda, 
have three sons and enjoy the Washington area. “I still 
miss the solitude and tranquility o f Montana and look 
forward to moving back some day,” Tom writes.
Judith Babinski 76 has been named counsel to the 
law firm  o f  Pitney, Hardin, Kipp &  Szuch in 
Morristown, N. J. Her practice focuses on land use and 
transactional real estate.
James D. Hatley, MA. 76, MA. ’81, received the 
Distinguished Faculty Award at Salisbury State Univer­
sity in Salisbury, Md. James was honored for excellence 
in teaching, research, scholarship and service. His book, 
“Suffering Witness: The Quandary o f  Responsibility 
after the Irreparable,” is in press with SUNY.
L  Thomas W infree Jr., PhD. 76, is professor o f 
criminal justice at New Mexico State University 
(NMSU) in Las Cruces, where he has been a faculty 
member since 1987. Between 1990 and 1999, Tom 
served as academic department head for the criminal 
justice department at NMSU. He recently co-authored 
the textbook “Juvenile Justice.” Tom has written four 
other textbooks and more than 70 articles and book 
chapters. His wife, Elaine, is a career counselor at 
NMSU. Their son, Matthew, is a sound engineering 
student at South Plains College in Texas.
Janet G. Medina 77 received a D octor o f  
Psychology degree in school psychology at Alfred 
University in 1999. She is coordinator o f  learning sup­
port services at Harford Community College in Bel 
Air, Md. Janet and her husband, Brian E. GRAY 77, a 
math professor at Howard Community College in 
Columbia, Md., live in Ellicott City, Md., with their two 
daughters.
CarolAnn M. Russell, M.FA. 79, English professor 
at Bemidji State University, Minn., received a 1999 
Distinguished Alumni Award from S t Cloud State 
University in Minneapolis, where she received her 
undergraduate degree in 1973. CarolAnn was noted
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T h e  S e c o n d  T im e  A r o u n d
“I almost panicked when I discovered that my life membership had, in effect, expired!” 
responded Sherm Lohn upon receiving a recent letter from the Alumni Association. “I 
checked with my doctor, my wife and the office and was assured by all that I was alive.” 
No question there, Sherm. It was just the Alumni Association’s way o f asking our friends 
and supporters, who joined as life members more than 18 years ago, to renew their com­
mitment to the association. Many alumni who became life members prior to 1981 paid a 
nominal fee or no dues at all to become life members. For a number of years alumni who 
attended their 50th or 60th class reunions were given free life memberships at reunion 
ceremonies.
The letter Sherm and others received suggested two options: renewing one’s life mem­
bership at current rates ($400/single; $550/dual) or making a $2,500 contribution to the 
Alumni Association Endowment Fund. All who renew or contribute receive a limited edi­
tion alumni lapel pin, an updated life membership certificate and a membership card.
To date over $11,000 has been received with all funds going to the endowment fund. 
Sherm concluded on the following positive note: “By renewing my life membership, I can 
have two lives... and sleep a little sounder!” The association wishes to thank the follow­
ing alumni for renewing their commitment to UMAA:
Mary E. Baptist ’44, Portland 
Jo e  Clemow ’37, Rochester, N.Y.
C  Louise Jarus Cross ’41, Glendive 
R ial ’45 & Rhoda Junek Cummings ’50, 
Sunnyvale, Calif.
Ian ’53 & Nancy Preston Davidson ’59, Great 
Falls
John S. G roene ’45, Boca Raton, Fla.
Gary ’56 &  Mary Ellen Erickson Jystad ’56, 
Anaheim, Calif.
Walter P. Larson ’49, Ellensburg, Wash. 
Sherman ’43 & Betty Stokk  Lohn ’50, 
Missoula
S amuel E. Mathison ’49, Wilsonville, Ore. 
LeRoy ’52 &  Patricia Walker Moune ’53, 
Glendive
Robert ’40 & Ann Prendergast Pantzer ’40, 
Missoula 
C  R ichard ’47 &  Muriel Pedersen, 
Ridgefield, Conn.
B ernice Hollensteiner P eterson ’43, Billings 
Eunice Anderson Royer ’38, Savannah, Ga. 
Gayue D raper Thomason ’40, Helena 
David H. V iolett ’68, Dallas, Texas 
G uillermo M. Walker ’61, Queretaro Qro., 
Mexico
Marianne Hodgskiss Wave ’51, Seahurst, 
Wash.
Jack Yardley *51, Livingston
Tax deductible gifts to the Alumni Association 
Endowment Fund can be sent to the UM Alumni 
Association, Brandy Hall, Missoula, MT 59812.
for her work as a poet, writer and professor and for her 
community and campus involvement Her publications 
include “Silver Dollar," “Feast” and “The Red 
Envelope.”
^  ’80s
Peter A . Dea, M.S. ’81, is chief executive officer 
and vice chairman o f  the board o f  directors o f  Barrett 
Resources Corp. in Denver. Peter joined Barrett in 
1993 after ten years with Exxon Co. U SA  Peter is also 
on the board and vice president o f  the Colorado Oil 
&  Gas Association and serves on the Denver Museum 
o f  Natural History Corporate Partnership Committee. 
In 1999 he attended the Harvard Business School 
Advanced Management Program.
Andrew  W . Feury ’81 won a two-year term as 
mayor o f  Whitefish. Andy owns Feury and Co., a lum­
ber and land brokerage firm, is a partner in Western 
Pacific Plastics and part-owner o f  the family wheat 
farm near Fargo, NJD.
Bruce Hurlbut ’81 brought live stage perfor­
mances to the Philispburg Opera House this past sum­
mer. Bruce ran the Virginia City Players summer the­
ater troupe for a decade and was playwright and direc­
tor o f  the Seattle Childrens’ Theater. He plans a sec­
ond season this coming summer in the 107-year-old, 
refurbished opera house.
Janice Bonham M etzmaker, M.S. ’83, is executive 
director o f The Glacier Fund, a new non-profit park 
partner dedicated to preserving Glacier National 
Park’s heritage, improving visitor services, park pro­
grams, restoration, education and research. Jan resides 
in Whitefish.
John Graham Connors ’84 is the new chief finan­
cial officer o f  Microsoft Corp. He currently serves as a 
trustee o f the UM Foundation. In 1997 John received 
the University’s Distinguished Alumni Award.
T racy W ilson Huggins ’85 is executive director of 
the Denver Urban Renewal Authority (DURA). Hired 
as controller by DURA in 1992, Tracy now oversees 
the promotion o f  economic development in downtown 
Denver and redevelopment projects outside the down-
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^ ^ l a s s  N o t e s
Kristina C  Udall ’86 Janine A. Young ’86
town area. She and her husband, JERRY HUGGINS '83, 
and their daughters Erin, Megan and Lauren, live in 
Littleton. Jerry is vice president at Fidelity 
Investments.
Kassandra Kuttler Kleymann ’86 completed a 
master’s degree in speech-language pathology from 
Fort Hays State University. She resides in Tribune, 
Kan., with her huband, Blane, and daughters Karis and 
Reagan. Kassy is a speech-language pathologist 
employed by the High Plains Educational Cooperative 
and serves two school districts and a local hospital.
David R. Nicholson ’86 sends greetings from 
Geneva, Switzerland, where he is a patent attorney and 
U.S. diplomat representing American interests at the 
World Trade Organization and the World Intellectual 
Property Organization. He and his wife, Jeanmarie, 
miss their friends and encourage correspondence: dav- 
enichol.son@hotmail.com.
Kristina C  Udall ’86 is a partner in the Seattla law 
firm o f  Williams, Kastner &  Gibbs. Previously, 
Kristina was assistant dean o f  development and com­
munity relations and executive director o f  the law 
school foundation at the University o f  Washington.
Janine A. Young ’86, a pharmacist at Methodist 
Hospital in Lubbock, Texas, is also pursuing an acting 
career that included a bit part in Oliver Stone’s “Any 
Given Sunday.” She will appear in the upcoming films 
“The Highway Man” and “Garbage Girls.”
Colleen Sullivan Horsley ’87 sent greetings from 
her Boise home following the Griz/Vandal basketball 
game there on December 5. “The Griz definitely gave 
the Vandals a run for their money, although it was 
heart wrenching to watch their defeat in overtime,” 
she wrote. “It was great to see a Big Sky team perform 
so respectfully. Hats off to the boys in maroon!” 
Richard F. Lapworth ’88 has been teaching eighth 
grade science for the past eight years in Homestead, Fla.
P  ’90s
Theodore C  Rug land, J.D. ’90, an attorney with 
the court advocate department o f  the Confederated
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Salish and Kootenai Tribes o f  the Flathead Reservation 
in Pablo, received a Distinguished Service Award from 
Luther College in Decorah, Iowa, in October. Ted, a 
KalispeH resident, is a 1949 graduate o f Luther College.
Duane A. Flamand ’91 lives in St. Louis where he 
is a hospital sales representative for Pfizer Pharmaceu­
ticals. He recendy completed a three-month marketing 
internship at Pfizer’s headquarters in New York City.
Rebecca Anne McIntosh, M A  ’91, married Wayne 
Allen Puckett on August 24, 1999. They reside in 
Davidson, North Carolina. Anne owns Communi­
cation Connection, a consulting firm specializing in 
interpersonal communication, leadership, intercultural 
communication, sign language and deaf studies.
CHRIS Jamison ’92 received her master’s degree in 
education from Washington State University in 1995. 
She is a seventh and eighth grade teacher at Discovery 
Middle School in Vancouver, Wash. “I’ve attended 
some UM games when they play Portland State 
University,” Chris writes, “and I encourage anyone in 
high school to investigate UM.” Chris and her hus­
band, John Yajko, have a one-year old son, Travis.
Joseph Curtis R ich, J.D. ’92, joined the 
Washington, D.C.-based law firm o f  Van Ness Feldman 
as counsel. Previously Curt was legislative counsel to 
the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
and natural resouce and energy counsel to Sen. Max 
Baucus.
Gary A. Jorgenson, M.BA. '93, is manager o f  sales 
and marketing analysis for MLT Inc, the leisure travel 
subsidiary for Northwest Airlines. He resides in 
Bloomington, Minn.
Frank R. Sennett, Jr., M.FA ’93, has two novels, 
“Nash, Rambler” and “Nash, Metropolitan” for sale on
ROADSIDE HISTORY OF
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the online bookstore Eatbrain.com. He is also the edi­
tor o f  the alternative press portal Newcity.com.
Katherine Marie Hubbard Amundsen ’94, a resident 
o f Houston, Texas, is president o f Rat’s Graphix, an 
internet Web design company. She and her husband, 
Sverre, announce the birth o f  their son, Erik Cameron 
Amundsen, born September 29,1999. Erik joins sisters 
Jasmine, Krystal and Naomi.
Jolyn Euse Eggart ’94, J.D. ’99, is an associate in 
the Billings law firm o f  Moulton, Bellingham, Longo &  
Mather. She currently works on commercial litigation.
Shauna L  Hanisch ’94 is preparing an environ­
mental impact statement and management plan for the 
double-crested cormorant at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service Office o f  Migratory Bird Management in 
Washington, D.C. Shauna received her master’s degree 
in public administration at Boise State University.
Diana Devney Stanton ’94 received her Doctor o f 
Veterinary Medicine degree from the University o f 
Tennessee in 1999 and is a resident in comparative 
medicine in the Department o f  Animal Resources at 
the Scripps Research Institute in La Jolla, Calif.
S c on  Thadd B illadeau ’95, M.M. ’97, is an adjunct 
instuctor o f  music composition and music technology 
at UM. His new CD  is entitled “Goodbye Montana.”
Brett R. Loomis ’95 earned masters degrees in 
applied mathematics and ecomomics from the 
University o f  North Carolina, Charlotte. He currently 
works in the Center for Economics Research at 
Research Triangle Institue, Research Triangle Park, 
N.C. In July Brett married Keuje M. Wasik Loomis ’93 
who works in clinical trial data management for 
Quintiles, also located in Research Triangle Park. Kellie 
received a master’s degree in guidance and counseling
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from Clemson University in 1995. From 1995 to 1999 
she was the head athletic trainer for Queens College in 
Charlotte, N.C. “The South is a very nice place,” Brett 
writes, “but we d o miss Montana!”
Joshua David Rector ’95 and his wife, Dawn, own 
and operate The Crossing Bar and Casino in Glasgow. 
“Our business provides live music and entertainment 
as well as a home for the area’s UM Grizzly alumni and 
fans,” Josh writes.
Jeffrey Dvorak *96 developed and now directs a 
program through the Academy at Swift River in 
Cummington, Mass., that takes at-risk students to the 
Osa Peninsula in Costa Rica. There the students work 
on projects involving biology, science, ecotourism and 
conservation. A recent group completed a community 
playground for the area’s children.
Shannon M oran Devlin ’96 is front office and 
accounting manager for Embassy Suites Hotel in 
Seattle. In September 1998 she married John Devlin. 
They live in Lynnwood, Wash.
Pamela Jo  Balluck ’98 is a second-year M.EA. can­
didate in the University o f Utah’s creative writing pro­
gram. She won the fiction portion o f  the Western 
Humanities Review’s seventh annual competition for 
Utah writers. Pamela’s short story, “Development Girl,"
was published in W HR’s fall 1999 issue.
Kimberly F. Tooo, M.FA. ’98, M S. ’99, won a 
$4000 PEN/Jerard Fund Award for her book, 
“Tinkering with Eden,” due out later this year. The 
award recognizes “distinguished nonfiction work in 
progress by a woman writer.” Kim’s essays discuss the 
introduction o f  exotic fauna into the U. S. She coordi­
nates the KUFM-Radio program “Field Notes,” based 
in the Montana Natural History Center in Missoula.
Robert Gander, M.FA. ’99, is assistant professor of 
theater at Denison University in Granville, Ohio.
New Life Members
Alan J. Anderson ’60, Billings
John J. Burke III ’82, Butte
Roberta Green Carter 72, Bremerton, Wash.
M ildred Ammer Christiansen '28, Columbia Falls 
Robert S. Daley ’80, Del Mar, Calif.
Joan Watts Datsopoulos ’65, Missoula 
M ilton Datsopoulos ’65, Missoula 
Ph ilip  C  Doty ’64, Fairfield, Calif.
Karen W hitcomb Eide  ’59, Billings 
Kay Forsythe, EUensburg, Wash.
Kimberly Todd, ’9 8
Warren Forsythe 75, EUensburg, Wash.
Kent M . Haaland ’91, Rupert, Idaho 
Gary L  Hausken 79, Vienna, Va.
Eric W . Hoffman ’87, Billings 
John D . Imsande ’53, Ames, Iowa 
Charles Knell ’66, Los Altos, Calif.
Marcia D io n  Knell ’65, Los Altos, Calif.
Kraig Kruger 79, Grass Range 
Clayton Linnell ’85, Spokane, Wash.
Dennis Lopach 73, Missoula 
Kenneth Morigeau ’83, Poison 
Patty Holmes Myers ’69, Great Falls 
Frederick C  Pfister ’59, Tampa, Fla.
Donald H . Phillips 71, Missoula
Rosemarie Phillips, Missoula
Barbara W ilkinson Sanderson ’43, Incline Village, Nev.
J. Everett Sanderson ’43, Incline Village, Nev.
Lynn Follett Stocking 74, Missoula 
T homas E. Stocking 73, Missoula 
Keith  Urbach ’67, San Antonio 
Dennis F. W ebster 75, Reman 
LaVonne Gregg W ebster 71, Ronan 
Ta m i Nyquist W halen ’86, Murrieta, Calif.
Gary Wooo ’80, Lawrenceville, Ga.
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luggage tag.
Name
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In M emoriam
In order for names to be included in In Memoriam, 
the Alumni Association requires a newspaper obituary 
or a letter o f  notification from the immediate family.
We extend sympathy to the families o f  the following 
alumni, friends and faculty:
Omar Washburn W hite 72, Newport News, Va. 
Genevieve Rognuen M ahlum x75, Kalispell 
Louise Snyder Marbel 76, Sherwood, O re  
Olga Bakkeby Dahl 77, Great Falls 
Marjorie Macrae M cCulloh 77, West Chester, Pa.
Sam Ka in  '28, Spokane, Wash.
M ary Hanna Constance Shea ’28 M A  ’50, Anaconda 
Louise buy A lbertson 79, M A  ’51, Sandpoint, Idaho 
Rita E. B lack 79, Schaumburg, 111.
Elmer E. Luer 79, Spokane, Wash.
Ludwig D . Pouch 79, Missoula 
Sherman J. W ertz 79, Missoula 
Louise U nduef Eck '30, Missoula 
Carl E. Rankin ’30, Laguna Beach, Calif.
C a rl A. Ross ’30, Poison
Leo J. Kottas, LL. B. ’31, Helena
Glenn H . Larson x’33, Thompson Falls
Richard Edw in W hitaker ’33, Bigfork 
James Henry Benish ’34, Missoula 
Howard Clark Brown ’34, Butte 
V irg inia  Cooney Dunphy ’34, Albuquerque, N.M. 
Rita  M orine M ercer Nelson ’34, Greenacres, Wash. 
Harriet May Eastman W oods ’34, Seattle 
Olive Steele “ Rusty” Jacobs ’35, Missoula 
Richard Kilroy O ’Malley ’35, Sun City, Ariz. 
Burton Neun  Richarson x’35, Kalispell 
Arthur Lee Svenson ’35, Weaverville, N.C.
Robert W . Cu r k  x’36, Kalispell 
V irg inia  Backus M itchell Ford x’36, Dillon 
W illis B . Avery ’37, Douglas, Alaska 
Leon H . Nelson ’37, M A  ’53, La Palma, Calif.
Julia B. Par is  el ’37, Lethbridge, Alberta 
Louise G . Johnston Rasmussen ’37, Roundup 
Grace Parker Stanton ’37, Spokane, Wash.
LlLUE E. Taylor ’37, Anaconda 
David W . VanSwearingen x’37, Walkerville 
Reuben Beniam in  Huss, M A  ’38, Havre 
H ervey J. San NAN ’38, Palm Desert, Calif.
Robert F. Stone ’38, Billings 
Earl R . Best x’39, Bozeman 
Dorothy Pat O’Brien Crowley x’39, Missoula
Ernestine M . Hrella Dorner ’39, East Helena
Foster W . Polley ’39, Las Vegas
Julia S . Poole ’39, Missoula
Thomas H . Rogers ’39, Opportunity, Wash.
Catherine M urphy Rotering ’39, Butte
Kerm it Ruhl Schwanke ’39, Missoula
John Leonard T im m  ’39, Portland, Ore.
W illiam  H . Artz ’40, Great Falls 
Ellen M . Johnson ’40, Butte 
Ellen Mountain M urphy ’40, Wildomar, Calif. 
Edward J. Ober Jr. ’40, J.D. '41, Kalispell 
C  Otto Rasmussen ’40, Washington, D.C.
Lloyd E . McDowell ’41, Arroyo Grande, Calif. 
Robert A . Peterson ’41, Billings 
Ruth S impson Gilberti ’43, Aliquippa, Ik  
Neil 0 . Johnson ’43, Skamania, Wash.
Bernhardt Wahle Phelan Sr. x ’43, Helena 
Frances L  King  Janes x ’44 , Missoula 
C  Dwayne Raymond ’44, Malta 
Marilyn H illstrand Bennetts ’46, Great Rills 
A delle Beaman Forbis ’46, Bigfork 
James S. D ickinson x ’47, Federal Way, Wash.
Mary H elen Brown Gerrard ’47, Corvallis 
A udrey Averill H ilton ’47, Hacienda Heights, Calif.
October 6-7
40th C la ss Reunion fo r  the C la ss o f  1960 
50th Team Reunions fo r  Basketball and F oo tb a l 
S in g in g on  the S tep s - Friday evening 
Parade - Saturday m orn ing 
F oo tb a ll gam e - U M  G r iz  vs. Sacram ento S ta tS
For more information contact the Alumni Association 406-243-5211 .
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Archie W inston Lowthian ’47, Billings
Kenneth H . M cRae ’47, Missoula
M eryl R. W inship  Bortvedt, M.Ed. ’48, Portland, Ore.
M  OR LAN C  Flattum ’48, Billings
Ray H . Smith ’48, Sebring, Fla.
Joe B. P eters, M.Ed. ’48, Durango, Colo.
Warren Ralph Amole ’49, G reat Falls
James B. Deranleau ’49, Lewiston, Idaho
Eula Hays Ebeunc ’49, Fort Benton
Richard G. Forbis ’49, M A  ’50, Calgary, Alberta
Earl Raymond Huestis ’49, G reat Falls
Robert W . Manchester ’49, Missoula
Harry J. Spraycar ’49, Helena
Edith  V. Jacobson W heatcroft ’49, Jordan
John P ierce W uerthner ’49, JD. ’50, G reat Falls
Roy C. Acte ’50, Brockport N.Y.
S. Keith Anderson ’50, Helena
Richard Batzner ’50, Phoenix
Fred T. Bernatz x ’50, Hamilton
John J. Kelly '50, Butte
Floyd George Larson ’50, Butte
Robert S. Keenan ’51, Poison
Robert E. Purdy ’51, Great Falls
D ickerson Regan, J.D. ’51, Juneau, Alaska
Earl Franklin Tremper x’51, Missoula
Robert B . Adams ’52, Missoula
S igne Marie H ill Harlow '52, M.Ed. ’69, Geyser
C  Eugene Hoyt, MA.’52, West Palm Beach, Fla.
Loren Lee “ Bo” Laird  ’53, M A  ’60, Miles City 
Arthur Herbert Lee Roberts ’53, Helena 
Louis O . R. Forsell, J.D. ’54, Ajijic, Mexico 
R ichard Lavelle Crist ’55, MBA. ’59, Coronado, Calif. 
Ellen McGuire Finlayson ’55, Vancouver, Wash. 
Richard W . Ely ’56, Victoria, British Columbia
W illiam  E. Larcombe ’56, Concord, Calif.
James N . Spaulding ’56, Greeley, Colo.
Edward M . Filler ’57, MEd. ’61, Bellevue, Wash.
T. Carl Johnson, MEd. ’57, Billings
Robert Lewis Powell x’57, Missoula
Charles E. Polutnik ’57, Missoula
Paul Alton W ells ’57, Billings
Sharon I. T ri Gillet ’58, Missoula
Carl Joe Hopperstad ’58, Indiana
Robbin Raymond Hough ’58, Rochester, Mich.
May Pierson Dull Vallance ’58, Corvallis
Gerald LeRoy Anderson x’59, Hampton, N.J.
Donald D . Dupuis ’59, Poison
Carole E. Ohlrich Krook ’60, M A  ’63, Chester
Gerald L  Sorte ’60, M A  ’64, Olympia, Wash.
M ildred Parker Priest ’61, Ronan
Fred H . Stillings '61 , Boise, Idaho
Kenneth A. Brooks, M A  ’63, Wenatchee, Wash.
Margaret Anderson T empun ’63, Daly City, Calif.
W illiam  L  Cadieux ’64, Laguna Niguel, Calif.
Maynard W . Duncan ’64, Kalispell
Frieda A. Dkkman ’66, Missoula
Eleanor Davis Griffin  ’66, Sherwood, O re.
David O . Littlefield ’66, Yarmouth, Maine 
Irene Deniger Marks ’66, S t Ignatius 
Mavis I. Boyce, MEd. ’67, Havre 
David H . Killian  ’70, Bothell, Wash.
Orval Dean M eyer ’70, Helena
Mary Lou O’Neil Sennett ’70, Lewistown
Thomas James Cawley ’71, Helena
Earl B. Cockrell 7 1 , Plains
Martin O . Monson, M E d . 7 2 , Havre
G. Marie MacPeak 73, Nacogdoches, Texas
Walter Morrison Sm ith  7 3 , Ham ilton
Bert Alan Fairclough 75, JD. 78, Great Falls
Scott Bardsley 7 6 , Butte
T heodore Carl Craft 7 6 , Ronan
James O . Atkinson 77, MEd. *91, Charlo
Barbara Roujns Hubber 77, Phoenix
Stevan Roger Phelps 77, MS. ’80, Lacey, Wash.
Joseph J. Wonders 77, Eugene, Ore.
Terrylea Madsen Pinkerton, MS. 78, Helena
BOOKSTORE
a t  THE UNI VERSI TY of  MON T A NA
Check out our online collection of 
Grizzly logo wear and merchandise
In the University Center on The University of Montana campus 
(406) 243-4921 Monday -  Friday 8 AM - 6 Saturday 10 AM - 6 PM
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■ Minor Emergency Care...
Vom- CVVcflU U i rilol ■ No Appointment Necessary
r K n i r p  " ° p®  ̂  Day -V I  l U l v t  Extended Hours
■ T\vo Locations in Missoula
www.communitymed.org
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Thomas A. Hartrick, M.B.A. ’81, Stevensville 
William D. Jacobsen, J.D. ’82, Great Falls 
Joan C  Strange S zuba, M.S. '85, M issoula 
Darrell Jon Clement ’86, M issoula 
Jeffrey G. Mitchell ’88, Helena 
David Ernest Lawhor ’89, Greenfield, Ind.
James Walter “Lucky” Black *92, W hitefish 
Joseph Victor Brisson *92, San Jose, Calif.
Robert J. “Red” Monroe Sr. *93, Arlee 
Marla R. Patterson Swartz Walsh ’00, M issoula 
Herbert Irwin Barrett, Missoula 
Marie C  Blumenthal, Orange, Calif.
Gordon B. Brox, Butte 
Henry G. Bugbee, Missoula 
Benjamin R. Cohen, W hitefish 
Marion M. Dewald, Missoula 
Denise Marie Krsul Edwards, Billings 
Lucylle H. Evans, Stevensville 
James L  C  Ford, Carbondale, 111.
Marie Irene Hammond, Missoula 
Gladys J. Hazen, River Falls, Wis.
Kendall D. Hubbard, Missoula 
Laurence “Larry” Livingston, Missoula 
Michael P, Malone, Bozeman
William Knoll McElrov, Havre 
Lee L  Nye, Missoula
Gertrude R. Prentice, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho
Dan L  R ice, Missoula
Evelyn Ferrington Robertson, Missoula
Donald F. Sheppard, Missoula
Lewis Richard Shull, Federal Way, Wash.
Max R. Swanson, Missoula 
Bernice B. Swartley, Missoula 
Ellen McAllister Vann, Missoula 
W illiam C  Vinyard, Trinidad, Calif.
W illiam Leonard Yeats, W hitefish 
John Russell ZurMuehlen, Missoula
Births
Myah M ichelle Peterson to Heidi George Peterson ’95 
and Travis Brian Peterson ’97, September 5,1999, 
Chelan, Wash.
Rhett Alan Cunningham to  MICHELLE WlLUTS 
Cunningham ’88 and Steve Cunningham, September 
18, 1999, Carbondale, 111.
Perry Elizabeth Barth to Elizabeth Burton Barth *93 
and David Barth, O ctober 10, 1999, Scarsdale, N.Y.
Tai N icole Hubbard to Samuel T. Hubbard ’83 and 
Kristine Hubbard, O ctober 21, 1999, G lendive 
G ina Marie O rizotti to  USA Burke Orizotti ’86 and 
Anthony O rizotti, O ctober 28, 1999, Anchorage, 
Alaska
jaden Rose Franklin to  Vonda Lee Franklin ’96 and 
W illiam Arthur Franklin ’96, November 5,1999, 
Boise, Idaho
Joseph Benjamin M orrison to  Bronwyn “Beth” Price 
Morrison ’90 and Heath Morrison ’90, November 
18, 1999, Great fells 
Bridger Robert Bell to Shannon Friia Bell ’81 and 
Robert T. “Rob” Bell ’90, J.D. *93, November 29, 
1999, M issoula 
Mikayla Diane Schaefer to JAMES M. SCHAEFER ’66 and 
Kimberly Schaefer, December 7, 1999, Schenectady, 
N.Y.
Dakota Kirby Christian to  Barbara Currie Christian 
’85 and Kirby Christian ’84, J. D. ’87, December 7, 
1999, M issoula 
Benjamin Hunthausen to  Andrew J. Hunthausen ’88 
and fern Ponich Hunthausen, January 10, 2000, 
Helena
IT’S GOOD TO HAVE SOMETHING IN COMMON WITH 
YOUR BROKER. THE SAME TIME ZONE, FOR INSTANCE.
Mountain Standard Time. It's the time zone you live and work in. Fortunately, we do too. D. A. Davidson & Co. is 
headquartered here. As a result, we know all about this region’s culture, its people and the best way to do business here. 
We’re the experts in wealth management in in this region tor 65 years. From investing to estate planning. DAD Financial 
Consultants are here for you when you need personal tinancial advice. Please call us or visit the office nearest you.
F i n a n c i a
Billings • Bozeman
DA. Davidson SC Co. 
a d v i c e  f o r  t h e  l o n g  r u n .
www. dadavidson. com
Member of S1PC, Chicago and Pacific Exchanges
Butte • Dillon • Great Falls • Hamilton • Havre • Helena • Kalispell - Livingston • Missoula
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION  
BOARD
President 
Richard F. Schneider 78 
Edina, Minn.
President-elect 
Donald E Nicholson ’56 
Norwich, Conn.
Via President 
John C. Wertz ’61 
Arlington, Va.
Past President 
Michael J. O’Neill '80 
Butte
Board of D irectors
Charles H. Bultmann ’66 
Colleyville, Texas 
Janece Welton Connor ’58 
Spokane, Wash.
Kelly Wray Elder *92
Lewistown
Stefani Gray Hicswa ’91 
Libby
R. Michael W. Higgs 76 
Eagan, Minn.
James Peter Kolokotrones ’86 
Daly City, Calif.
James K. Liles ’69 
Miles City 
William W. Mercer ’86 
Missoula 
Tracy Lee Reich ’86 
Vancouver, Wash.
Byron L Robb ’54, ’56
Livingston 
John Walker Ross ’66, ’69 
Billings 
Daniel D. Short 78
Kalispell
Rachel S. Smith ’84 
Amelia Island, Fla.
Daniel J. Sullivan 77 
Butte
Geoffrey J. Sutton 75
Missoula
Mary Ellen Cawley Turmell ’64 
Rolling Hills Estates, Calif. 
Joseph R. Whittinghill *89 
Seattle
ALUMNI OFFICE 
Bill Johnston 79, "91 
Executive Director 
The University of Montana 






UMAA Annual Expenses and Income 
Summaries, Fiscal Year 1999
The UM Alumni Association has as its mission statement, “to identify and meet the needs of the University, its alumni, students and friends.’' The 
association has been doing just that since its founding 
in 1901. The association’s board o f directors over the 
last decade has made strategic decisions to increase out­
reach programs. This raised level of activity implies 
funding challenges. During the same period of time, 
the directors have also looked at all appropriate rev­
enue generating activities. As a consequence, the associ­
ation’s budget has increased from $40,000 in  1989 to 
an excess of $240,000 in  1999.
The accompanying charts indicate the percentages 
of revenue raised from different sources and corre­
sponding expenditures by programs in fiscal year 1999. 
UMAA is successful because of your financial and per­
sonal support A strong Alumni Association mekns a 
strong University. Thank you for your continued sup­
port Get Involved... Stay Involved.
Bill Johnston
Expense Summary: In com e Summary:
Professional Development 
Travel/Other
Gatherings &  
Membership
Board &  Legislative
Other Income
W inter M emories
A photo on page 20 in the Winter 2000 issue o f the Montanan brought the fol­lowing response from Bob Friaf: “As I was paging through the lat­
est Montanan, I was totally sur­
prised to see the picture of students 
skating on the Oval in the winter 
of 1962, as I am one of those pic­
tured. I am the second skater from 
the left I don’t remember who the 
other skaters were, but I was the 
only one with speed skates and I 
really enjoyed being able to zip 
around not only the Oval, but 
almost the entire campus. I remem­
ber skating from Craig Hall to the
fieldhouse with 
only a few bare 
patches to 
watch out for. 
Those of us 
who were 
skaters enjoyed 
Bob Friaf ’66 several days of 
being the only ones who could 
stand up under those conditions 
and we were completely bummed 
out when the maintenance depart­
ment decided we had had enough 
fun and sanded the sidewalks. They 
were going to make us quit skating 
on the Oval but Dean Andy 
Cogswell came to the rescue and
said as long as the ice held up and 
we didn’t run over any students or 
professors, we could continue. 
Those were great days. Had we had 
a Washington-Grizzly Stadium then 
just think what we could have done 
with some water and cold weather!” 
Bob has been a physical educa­
tion teacher for 33 years, the past 
24 in the Missoula Public Schools.
A speed skater in high school, he 
works out daily with his grade 
school students, doing warm-ups, 
crunches and activities that keep 
him part of each class. Bob and his 
wife, Sylvia, reside in Lolo and 
enjoy bicycling and camping.
Sprin g 2000 Montanan
A r T ' 2 I,* s.
Charter Day 2000
Whoever said getting cid er’s no fun? On Thursday, February 17, UM turned 107 and it was a grand occasion. That morn­ing the University presented awards to five outstanding University personalities at ceremonies in the Montana Theatre.Christopher Peterson received the 
Student Service Award and dedicat­
ed it to his cousin, a cancer victim, 
who long ago became a role model 
for Chris. Jim Marks, Director of 
Disability Services for Students, 
received the Robert T. Pantzer 
Award for helping make the 
University a more open and 
humane learning environment 
President Pantzer was in the audi- 
Jan Fowler Dargitz '57 ence and clapped proudly when Jim
received his award. Professor Jerry Esmay, chair of the computer sci­
ence department, received the Montana Faculty Service Award. Jerry
directs the annual Montana State Science Fair and gave special recog­
nition to his staff. Phyllis Washington received the Neil S. Bucklew 
Presidential Service Award and presented UM’s School of Education 
with new scholarship funds. Jan Fowler Dargitz received UMAA’s 
Montana Alumni Award for years o f volunteer work for the associa­
tion, the delegate program, recruitment and scholarship donations.
That afternoon the Alumni Association served birthday cake in 
the UC atrium. In the evening, Monte, the University’s mascot, dis­
tributed gifts donated by UMAA to lucky fans at the Griz-Cal State 
basketball game. Birthday cake was given to theatregoers at the 
Montana Repertory Theatre’s “A Grand Night for Singing,” and to 
attendees at the Sixth Annual Native American Lecture held at the 
O’Connor Center for the Rocky Mountain West
Awards, music, speeches, cake, balloons, flowers, gifts, a blue sky 
Montana day-a fine way to celebrate the University’s chartering 107 
years ago and to honor its alumni, students, faculty, staff and friends. 
This getting older isn’t bad at all.
And the W inners are . . .
Following each out-of-town Grizzly football game last fall, the Alumni Association held a drawing for the registered tailgate attendees with Griz gear as prizes. At the close of the football season, we held a special drawing for all dues-paying members of the association. Winners of this drawing were alumni Glen lngrum 82 from Spokane, Washington, and James C. Wallace ’80 from Absarokee. Glen will receive two tickets to the 2000 Homecoming game, a night’s lodging and dinner for two. Jim will receive two tickets to the 2000 Griz-Cat game, a night’s lodging and dinner for two. Congratulations, Glen and Jim! Thanks for supporting your Alumni Association.
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May 2  Griz-Cat Golf, Butte
1 1 * 1 3  50th & 60th Gass Reunions, Missoula 7 * 1 5  Alumni Campus Abroad • Tuscany
1 3  Commencement, Missoula 1 7  Montana Picnic, Denver
1 8  Golf Tournament, Cut Bank j u|y
1 9  Griz-Cat Golf, Kalispell 1 7 * 2 5  Alumni Campus Abroad - Sorrento, Italy
2 3 - 6 /3  Alumni International Travel London/Paris 1 7 - 2 5  Alumni Campus Abroad - Norway
2 3  Golf Tournament Sidney/Glendive 2 9 - 8 9  Alumni International Travel - Millennium
2 4  Golf Tournament Miles City Journey to Oberammergau
June August
1 Rose Festival, Fireworks Cruise, Portland 8 * 2 1  Alumni International Travel - Paris/Rome
1 Golf Tournament Helena 1 8  Golf Tournament Denver
For more information on these and other events, call the UM Alumni Association at (800) 862-5862. _____________________________________
Latin P rofessor  Leaves Estate to  UM
wo generations o f UM Latin, Greek 
I  and mythology students benefited 
H  from Marguerite Ephron’s intellect, 
and coundess future generations who 
never had the opportunity to study Latin 
declensions with her will benefit from her 
foresight and generosity.
When Professor Ephron died last year, 
she left $1.3 million—a sizeable portion of 
her estate—to UM for the Henry and 
Marguerite Ephron Presidential Scholar­
ship, the Ephron Opportunity Fund in the 
Davidson Honors College and the Ephron 
Scholarships in Modern and Classical 
Languages. She and her late husband, 
Henry, had established the foreign lan­
guages scholarships in the 1980s; after his 
death in 1992, she started the other funds.
Ephron earned a degree in Latin at 
UM in 1931 and then studied at the 
University of Chicago, which received a 
bequest as well It was while she was at 
Chicago that she met Henry, who was also 
a classical scholar and later an expert cryp­
tographer.
From 1935 to 1975, hundreds of UM 
students flocked to Ephron’s mythology M arguerite Ephron
classes. She also helped start the liberal studies 
degree program. Classical languages attracted far 
fewer, but those who attempted Latin or Greek 
felt her influence deeply. Longtime friend, Vickie 
Mikelsons, says “Marguerite admired students 
who were highly motivated and encouraged their 
academic excellence.”
A mentor and friend to two Rhodes scholars, 
Ephron had a knack, Mikelsons says, for helping 
others find their own strengths, whether in the 
classroom or in life. At the time of her death, a 
former student wrote the UM Foundation “As a 
young student in 1971, Marguerite ’saw some­
thing’ in me that I did not and with her recom­
mendation and support, 1 received a graduate 
scholarship ... that changed my life completely.” It 
was the encouragement she offered and pride in 
her students’ successes that kept so many former 
students in touch with her. When former stu­
dents came to Missoula, the Ephron home—not 
far from campus—was often a stop. She loved to 
engage in conversation with them and hear of 
their lives after graduation.
“Her students and her friends were her fami­
ly,” says Mikelsons. And she left her estate to the 
family.
McFarland M emorial Scholarships 
W ill Go to Native A mericans
Carl McFarland
34
The widow of former UM President Carl R. McFarland established a scholarship for the University’s Native American stu­
dents as a memorial to her husband.
Patricia Regan McFarland ’31 created the 
Carl McFarland Endowed Scholarships with a 
$50,000 bequest out of her and her husband’s 
love for Montana and respect for the Native 
American culture and heritage. Mrs. McFarland 
died in Charlottesville, Virginia, where the cou­
ple moved after McFarland left the UM presi­
dency in 1958.
Scholarships for Native American students 
are always a priority at UM. “The McFarland 
Scholarships demonstrate that this University 
has a strong belief in the importance of encour­
aging Native Montanans to pursue higher edu­
cation in the state and especially to obtain their
degrees at The University of Montana,” says 
President Dennison. “I’ve always known my 
Main Hall predecessors shared the view Jane 
and I hold that the Native American tradition 
is such an important aspect of Montana her­
itage and that our state’s people are richer for 
the opportunity to interact and learn from 
Indian students at the University.”
The Dennisons established the George and 
Jane Dennison Scholarship for enrolled members 
of the Salish and Kootenia Confederated Tribes 
in 1992 as part of UM’s capital campaign.
McFarland was the first UM alumnus to 
assume the presidency when he became the 
University’s ninth president in 1951. He 
earned bachelors and m aster’s degrees in histo­
ry as well as a law degree here and received an 
honorary doctorate of laws in 1949.
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C o o p e r a t iv e  
E f f o r t  N e t s  
A t h l e t ic s  G if t s
T he UM Foundation, Department of Intercollegiate Athletics and Grizzly Athletic Association, working together 
to secure major gifts for athletics, have 
received $1.25 million in commitments for 
student-athlete scholarships, recruitment 
funds for intercollegiate sports, and the con­
struction and equipping of offices for coaches 
in the Adams Center.
Campus representatives of the three enti­
ties, with a team of volunteers headed by 
Tom Boone o f Missoula, have visited several 
Montana communities since September on 
their fund-raising tour.
M o n t a n a n s  F in d  
E n d o w m e n t  T a x  
C r e d it  A t t r a c t iv e  C e n t e r  F u n d  R a is in g  O v e r  t h e  T o p
P h y l l is  W a s h in g t o n  R e c e iv e s  
B u c k l e w  A w a r d  o n  C h a r t e r  D a y
Phyllis J. Peterson Washington ’64 received the Neil S. Bucklew Presi­dential Service Award at Charter 
Elay 2000 and named the School o f Educa­
tion as recipient of a $1,000 scholarship to 
award in her honor next year. The award 
was created in 1989 by the UM Founda­
tion to acknowledge someone who has 
worked to foster understanding and coop­
eration between the University and the 
state. Washington chaired UM’s Capital 
Campaign—Ensuring a Tradition o f Excel­
lence, which raised $71 million for academ­
ic programs. She was an active member of 
the Foundation board from 1990 to 1996 
and is now a trustee emeritus.
Phyllis Washington
A  record number of Montanans took .advantage of M ontana’s Qualified V Endowment Tax Credit, giving more 
than $1 million in 1999 to endowed funds at 
UM, an increase of 89 percent over 1998.
Montana law allows a credit of 50 percent 
of the charitable contribution, to a limit of 
$10,000 per taxpayer. Qualifying gifts include 
charitable gift annuities, charitable trusts, 
paid-up life insurance policies, remainder life 
estates and pooled income fund gifts from 
individuals, as well as outright gifts from cor­
porations, small business corporations, limit­
ed liability corporations, and partnerships.
The number of gifts increased from 27 
gifts in 1998 to 67 in  1999. ^
The Foundation and Alumni Association have under- ^  
- taken an intensified outreach program to  jointly 
i visit with alumni, friends and donors in areas where 
i  UM hasn't been  recently. Among attendees at a 
I  recent event in Las Vegas were (from left) Brian 
K  '67 and Susan Knaff. Robert Wallace, former 
A  chair o f  the UM econ om ics department; Dong 
H  Brown; Michael McGinley '75, and Bffl Johnston. 
B  alumni director.
I
The O’Connor Center for the Rocky Mountain W est’s fund raising reached the $1.56 level required to match a 
$520,000 challenge grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, thanks to 
gifts from Advisory Board Chairman James 
Scott and the foundation he heads.
Scott and his wife, Christine, of Billings 
have provided ongoing support for the center 
and last December they gave $50,000, which, 
with a $20,000 gift from the Foundation for
Community Vitality, completes the 
University’s share of the one-to-three NEH 
match. The fund-raising effort spanned seven 
years.
The center was established in 1992 with 
funding from the estate of William J. O’N eill 
’24 and named for Carroll ’56 and Nancy 
Fields O’Connor ’51, whose $1 million gift 
was a major portion of UM’s share of the 
NEH challenge.
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Faces of UM is devoted to students, faculty and staff who are con­
tributing to the community. We encourage readers to write in with sug­
gestions of people to be featured here.
I| osh Skrtnick woke up one morn­ing and realized he didn’t know anything. He was a Peace Corps 
volunteer in Thailand who wa§ sent 
to teach rural people English and 
agricultural skills, but he felt they 
had the real life skills and he had lit­
tle to offer other than some book 
learning that may or may not apply.
He calls that his epiphany. Since 
then he has directed his life toward 
gathering vital life skills, particularly 
agricultural knowledge. Among his 
projects since getting a master’s 
degree in agriculture from Cornell 
University is the Program in 
Ecological Agriculture and Society 
(P.EAS.) that he founded with the help o f 
UM Professor Bill Chaloupka and Associate 
Professor Deborah Slicer. P.EAS. is a course 
designed to study the social, political and economic side o f the mod­
ern food system. Students can take the classroom course for one credit 
and/or grow food at the two-acre UM garden plot at Fort Missoula in 
a two-credit internship.
An Epiphany And grow food, they have. Last year REAS, contributed 13,000 
pounds of vegetables to the Missoula 
Food Bank, the largest donation of 
the year. The program also sells 
shares of the harvest to low-income 
families; in 1999 more than eighty 
families purchased shares on a slid­
ing price scale determined by income.
REAS, had appeared to be the 
victim of budget cuts last fall, but 
students organized and spread the 
word; soon it was clear there was a 
demand to keep the class going. UM 
offered it through Continuing 
Education and although student fees 
are much higher now, 60 students 
are in the class, 36 are in the internship and there's a long waiting list. 
Josh says students are drawn to the program because it offers a hands- 
on approach to problem solving and contributing to a better environ­
ment “These kids have been hearing bad news since they were five or 
six years old,” he says. “They have a strong desire to be involved in 
something tangible to make the world better.”
This time, Josh’s skills have had very practical, measurable benefits.
A Tale of Two Chokers
Chris Bolin wears two cord chok­ers around his neck. One is from a month-long canoeing trip in 
northern Canada when he was a sopho­
more in high school. The other is from 
his most recent tour as a guide. The 
chokers are made up of a series of 
knots—“one of the strongest knots in the 
world,” Chris notes. Each knot in the 
chain symbolizes a member of the crew 
in the adventure and if one “comes 
undone,” the rest can, too.
A UM senior majoring in English,
Chris’ two loves are creative writing and working with at-risk kids in 
the outdoors. When he heard of psychology Professor Paul 
Silverman’s two-semester approach to studying intervention and pre­
vention for at-risk youths with a focus on mentoring, Chris was ready 
to sign on.
In the few months since then he has si ngle-handedly developed a 
course for students at Rattlesnake Middle School that includes both 
an outdoor adventure series and a peer facilitation component The 
outdoor adventure series has drawn students who meet once a week
after school to learn skills such as canoe­
ing, orienteering, kayaking and fire skills. 
Two students who have taken the out­
doors course now help to teach others 
through the peer facilitator program. A 
resident adviser at UM, Chris also has 
enlisted four of his peers in the volunteer 
effort
But back to the choker. “My freshman 
and sophomore years in high school, 1 
was a real underachiever,” Chris says.
___________  Then he went on his first canoe trip with
Les Voyageurs. It changed his whole per­
spective on the world. And he’s wanted to help young people feel the 
same sort of empowerment since.
He says the course “teaches outdoor skills as a kind o f metaphor 
for life skills,” noting one youth “may realize he’s not good at paddling 
a canoe, but he is good at fire skills and cooking.” And he is part o f a 
whole. “They learn to put the group ahead of themselves,” Chris says, 
adding, “It provides a break for them. They can break old habits and 
roles they had to play.” And maybe, like Chris, they return a different
person.
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2230 N. Reserve St.
Hamilton 
305 South First St.
541-5000
Connect to the world.
“A  t r a d it io n  o f  h a n d - c r a f t in g  t h e  f in e d  t  L o g  h o m e d  a n d  lo d g e d "
Q u a l c o m m
Blackfoot
Will you SPECIAL TAX DEDUCTION 
FOR MONTANA 
RESIDENTS
Prepav^pur child's colldge'jeauSfion today 
at a fraction o f  tom orrow s prices.
The M ontana Family Education Savings Program  
is a new, state-sponsored section 529 plan that 
makes it easier than ever to save for college. 
D eposits are g uaranteed to meet future co llege 
costs. And there are a wealth o f  federal and state 
tax benefits. M ontana residents can deduct from 
state taxable incom e up to $3,000 per year on p ro ­
gram  contributions.
Check out these unbeatable features:
Guaranteed to meet future tuition, fees, room  
and board no matter how  high co sts climb.
Principal and interest are backed by the full faith 
and credit o f  the U.S. governm ent up to $100,000 
per depositor.
Parents can retain control o f  the assets and obtain 
favorable financial aid treatment.
Earnings g row  tax-free. Upon distribution for 
college, the earnings are taxed at the ch ild’s low er 
rate.
Special gift and estate tax benefits make the 
program  attractive to grandparents, too.
Any family in the U.S. may participate regardless 
o f  income.
Use at any eligible college, university, proprieta iy 
o r vocational schoo l worldw ide.
Start with ju st $250. O r  set up direct deposits for 
as little as $50 per pay period or $100 per month 
from y ou r financial institution. D o  it today!
M O N T A N AFAMILY EDUCATION SAVINGS PRQGR 
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